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In June of 1978 the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints (also known as Mormons or LDS) 
announced the end of its priesthood restriction for 

blacks, a practice that had been rigorously defended 
since the days of Brigham Young, 
the second president of the LDS 
Church. Even though a few blacks 
had been ordained to the priesthood 
during the lifetime of Joseph 
Smith, the founder of the LDS 
Church, this did not grant them 
access to the secret LDS temple 
rituals, thus barring them from the 
Mormon goal of eternal marriage 
and advancement to godhood.1 
While it has been thirty-four years 
since the ban was lifted, the issue 
is still coming back to haunt the 
LDS Church. This February, while 
writing a story on presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney and the 
LDS Church’s stand on racial issues, 
a reporter from the Washington Post 
interviewed Randy Bott, a well-
respected professor at Brigham Young University:

In his office, religion professor Randy Bott explains 
a possible theological underpinning of the ban. 
According to Mormon scriptures, the descendants of 
Cain, who killed his brother, Abel, “were black.” One 
of Cain’s descendants was Egyptus, a woman Mormons 
believe was the namesake of Egypt. She married Ham, 
whose descendants were themselves cursed and, in the 
view of many Mormons, barred from the priesthood by 
his father, Noah. Bott points to the Mormon holy text 

1  Jessie L. Embry, Black Saints in a White Church (Salt Lake 
City: Signature Books, 1994), pp. 39-40.

the Book of Abraham [Pearl of Great Price, Abraham 
1:21-27] as suggesting that all of the descendants of 
Ham and Egyptus were thus black and barred from 
the priesthood. 2

Professor Bott defended the 
ban on the basis that blacks were 
not mature enough at that time for 
the responsibility: 

Bott compares blacks with a 
young child prematurely asking for the 
keys to her father’s car, and explains 
that similarly until 1978, the Lord 
determined that blacks were not yet 
ready for the priesthood.

At another place in the article 
we read:

“What is discrimination?” Bott 
asks. “I think that is keeping something 
from somebody that would be a benefit 
for them, right? But what if it wouldn’t 
have been a benefit to them?” Bott 
says that the denial of the priesthood 
to blacks on Earth—although not in the 

afterlife—protected them from the lowest rungs of hell 
reserved for people who abuse their priesthood powers. 
“You couldn’t fall off the top of the ladder, because you 
weren’t on the top of the ladder. So, in reality the blacks 
not having the priesthood was the greatest blessing God 
could give them.”3

Bott’s comments spread like wildfire on the Internet, 
raising questions about the current teachings of the LDS 
Church regarding race. The day after the Washington 

2  Jason Horowitz, “The Genesis of a church’s stand on race,” 
Washington Post (February 28, 2012).

3  Ibid.
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Post article, February 29, 2012, the LDS Church issued 
an official statement repudiating Bott’s statements as not 
representative of the church’s position: “BYU faculty 
members do not speak for the Church.” The statement 
continued: 

The Church’s position is clear—we believe all 
people are God’s children are equal in His eyes and in 
the Church. We do not tolerate racism in any form. 

For a time in the Church there was a restriction on 
the priesthood for male members of African descent. 
It is not known precisely why, how, or when this 
restriction began in the Church but what is clear is that 
it ended decades ago. Some have attempted to explain 
the reason for this restriction but these attempts should be 
viewed as speculation and opinion, not doctrine. The 
Church is not bound by speculation or opinions given 
with limited understanding.

We condemn racism, including any and all past 
racism by individuals both inside and outside the 
Church.4

Curiously, this was merely a press release with no 
names attached, as opposed to an official First Presidency 
Statement, which would carry the names of the leaders. 
For an example, see the First Presidency Statement issued 
regarding baptism for the dead on February 29, 2012.5

While the LDS statement condemning racism 
was applauded by many Mormons, it still seems to be 
avoiding the basic doctrinal issue of why the priesthood 
ban was ever instituted in the first place.

Max Mueller, writing for Slate, an online magazine, 
gave this evaluation of LDS teachings and Bott’s 
statements:

Why did the church withhold the priesthood from 
blacks for over a century? Among the reasons trotted 
out by church leaders—including church presidents—
during that time: Black people are the cursed descendants 
of ancient Biblical figures; black people committed 
premortal perfidy; black people lacked the intelligence 
and personal integrity to hold such a sacred office.

Such past beliefs have never officially been 
repudiated. And the failure of the church to repudiate 
them helped set the stage for the comments made by Bott, 
perhaps the most popular professor at BYU . . .

For many Mormons, reading Bott’s words was like 
unearthing a theological dinosaur long thought extinct 
but suddenly rediscovered in the corner of an obscure 
BYU office. . . .

4  “Church Statement Regarding ‘Washington Post’ Article 
on Race and the Church” (February 29, 2012). http://www.
mormonnewsroom.org/article/racial-remarks-in-washington-post-
article

5  http://www.mormonnewsroom.org/article/first-presidency-
issues-direction-members-names-ordinances

Unfortunately, Bott’s beliefs, though arcane, 
represent a strain of Mormonism that has persisted well 
past the 1978 revelation. For most of the 182-year lifespan 
of the LDS Church, members of the church hierarchy—
the senior-most of which are called prophets and speak 
to and for God—used similar racist rationalizations 
for excluding blacks from full membership. . . . The 
1978 revelation itself does not address why the ban was 
instituted in the first place, and the lack of answers from 
today’s Mormon leaders creates a theological vacuum. To 
fill this vacuum, Mormons turn to the reams of answers 
provided by past prophets, who led a church in which 
blacks were not welcome.

Thus, some Mormon parents continue to teach their 
children beliefs like those proffered up by Bott. . . . 

Almost to a person, the Mormons—both black 
and white—whom I have spoken with since the Post 
story broke were hoping for a “miracle,” as one well-
known black Mormon called it—i.e., a full repudiation 
of the church’s past racial discrimination from a church 
apostle rather than a press release from the public 
affairs office. That miracle has not arrived so far.6

Also in the Slate article, Mueller mentioned that 
Terry Ball, dean of religious education at BYU, was 
upset with Bott about his statements:

In an email to several faculty members, Terry Ball, 
dean of religious education, expressed his disgust with 
Bott’s statements and said he would “deal with Bott 
professionally.”7

Curiously, in 2008, Ball himself made similar racial 
comments. One Internet blogger reported:

Last week Terry Ball, Dean of the College of 
Religious Education, gave BYU’s weekly devotional 
address. His talk raises many issues relevant to recent 
discussions . . . He [Ball] then shows how his training 
confirms and informs his faith by quoting from the end 
of Isaiah 28, a parable of a farmer. . . . :

“I believe Isaiah wants us to liken the farmer 
to our Heavenly Father, and the seeds to ourselves, 
Have you ever wondered why you were born where 
and when you were born? Why you were not born 
500 years ago in some primitive, aboriginal culture 
in some isolated corner of the world? Is the timing 
and placing of your birth capricious? For Latter-day 
Saints the answer is no. Fundamental to our faith is 
the understanding that before we came to this earth 
we lived in a premortal existence with a loving 
heavenly father. We further understand that in 
the premortal state we had agency. And that we 

6  Max Perry Mueller, “Is Mormonism Still Racist?” 
Slate.com (March 2, 2012).
7  Ibid.
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grew and developed as we used that agency. Some, 
as Abraham learned, became noble and great ones. 
. . . Others of you are wheat, you’ve been placed in 
exceptionally fertile and promising places because 
God, who knows your special potential, is counting 
on you to produce so much. . . .8 

The author goes on to state that he is not accusing 
Terry Ball of racism but his speech does raise the issue 

whether the idea of nobility in premortality can ever 
fully get away from its racist implications. One has to 
ask what Ball meant by the pejorative reference to “some 
primitive, aboriginal culture in some isolated corner of 
the world.” Certainly he’s not counting “them” as wheat, 
since they’re not planted in the ripest ground. Ball sets 
up a chronological, geographical, and cultural hierarchy 
dependent on premortal “agency” . . . If the comment 
about aborigines is not outright racist, can it be anything 
other than elitist, colonialist, etc.?9

The statements of both Bott and Ball demonstrate how  
the LDS concept of premortal performance inevitably leads 
to connecting it with a preferential birth and assignment 
to race. These professors were simply reiterating the 
teachings of their past prophets and apostles.

Today the LDS Church seems to be categorizing the 
teachings of past prophets on racial issues as “folklore.” 
In an article commemorating the thirtieth anniversary of 
the lifting of the ban on blacks, Sheldon F. Child, of the 
Council of Seventies, explained to the reporter:

“We have to keep in mind that it’s folklore and not 
doctrine,” Elder Child said. “It’s never been recorded as 
such. Many opinions, personal opinions, were spoken. 
I’m just so grateful for this [1978] revelation,” he said, 
adding he can recall exactly where he was and what he 
was doing when he heard the news 30 years ago.10 

But if the leaders’ earlier sermons relating to the 
“curse of Cain” and the ban on blacks holding the 
priesthood were simply “folklore,” why did it require a 
revelation to change the practice?

Smith’s View on Race and Skin Color

The first instance of racism in Smith’s new religion 
can be found in the Book of Mormon, published in 

8  Jupiterschild, “BYU Religion Dean on Premortal Life, Part I: 
Race and Nobility,” (March 19, 2008). http://faithpromotingrumor.
wordpress.com/2008/03/19/byu-religion-dean-on-premortal-life-part-
i-race-and-nobility/

9  Ibid. A brief report of Terry Ball’s speech was in the BYU Daily 
Universe (March 12, 2008).

10  “LDS Marking 30-Year Milestone,” Deseret News (June 
7, 2008). http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700232679/LDS-
marking-30-year-milestone.html

1830.11 Here we find the story of a group of Israelites 
who migrate to America at approximately 600 BC. They 
soon divide into two groups—the righteous Nephites 
are described as “white” and “delightsome” while the 
rebellious Lamanites are cursed by God with a “dark” 
skin, also referred to as a “skin of blackness”:

2 Nephi 5:21-23: And he [God] had caused the cursing 
to come upon them, yea, even a sore cursing, because of 
their iniquity. . . . wherefore, as they were white, and 
exceedingly fair and delightsome, that they might not 
be enticing unto my people the Lord God did cause a 
skin of blackness to come upon them. . . . And cursed 
shall be the seed of him that mixeth with their seed; for 
they shall be cursed even with the same cursing. And 
the Lord spake it, and it was done.”

Jacob 3:5: Behold, the Lamanites your brethren, whom 
ye hate because of their filthiness and the cursing which 
hath come upon their skins. . .

Alma 3:6: And the skins of the Lamanites were dark, 
according to the mark which was set upon their fathers, 
which was a curse upon them because of the transgression 
and their rebellion. . .

The descendants of these rebellious people were 
believed by the early Mormons to be the American 
Indian.12 While their dark skin was seen as a sign of God’s 
curse on them, Indians were allowed to join Mormonism 
and be ordained to its priesthood. 

Soon after starting his church in 1830, Joseph Smith 
began a revision of the Bible. Without knowing either 
Hebrew or Greek, Smith supposedly relied on divine 
guidance in correcting the text. Part of his revision is 
printed in the Pearl of Great Price as the Book of Moses, 
where we find the scriptural roots of the LDS concept of  
the origin of black people:

Moses 7:8: . . . and there was a blackness came upon 
all the children of Canaan, that they were despised 
among all people.

Moses 7:12: . . . Enoch continued to call upon all the 
people, save it were the people of Canaan, to repent . . .

Moses 7:22: And Enoch also beheld the residue of the 
people which were the sons of Adam; and they were a 
mixture of all the seed of Adam save it was the seed of 
Cain, for the seed of Cain were black, and had not 
place among them.

Smith seems to have been adapting the racial 
arguments of his day, which were used to justify slavery, 

11  For a chronological treatment of LDS teachings on race, see 
http://mormonstories.org/top10toughissues/blacks.html

12  See “Who are the Lamanites?” Salt Lake City Messenger, 
no. 103 (November 2004). http://www.utlm.org/newsletters/no103.htm
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when formulating his teaching that blacks were under 
the curse of Cain.13 

When Mormons started settling in Missouri in the 
early 1830’s their attitude toward Native Americans 
and blacks became a concern of their neighbors. Many 
Missourians worried that Smith’s church, founded 
in New York, was anti-slavery. After the Mormons 
published an article “Free People of Color”14 in their 
Evening and Morning Star, the non-Mormons worried 
that it was meant to encourage blacks to immigrate to 
the Mormon settlement in Independence, Missouri. To 
calm local fears, the Mormons immediately printed an 
“Extra” sheet for the paper, in which they announced:

Having learned, with regret, that an article entitled 
FREE PEOPLE OF COLOR, in the last number of the 
Star, has been misunderstood, we feel in duty bound to 
state, in this Extra, that our intention was not only to 
stop free people of color from emigrating to this state, 
but to prevent them from being admitted as members 
of the Church.15

After a few abolitionists came to the Mormon 
settlement at Kirtland, Ohio, in 1836, Smith was 
concerned that this would cause problems between 
the Mormons and the Southerners. In an article for the 
Messenger and Advocate, Smith laid out his lack of 
support for the abolitionists and his views on slavery. 
He wrote:

I have learned by experience that the enemy of 
truth does not slumber, nor cease his exertions to bias 
the minds of communities against the servants of the 
Lord, by stirring up the indignation of men upon all 
matters of importance or interest; therefore I fear that 
the sound might go out, that “an Abolitionist” had held 
forth several times to this community, . . . all, except a 
very few, attended to their own vocations, and left the 
gentleman to hold forth his own arguments to nearly 
naked walls. . . . 

It is my privilege then to name certain passages from 
the Bible, pronounced by a man who was perfect in his 
generation, and walked with God. And so far from that 
prediction being averse to the mind of God, it remains 
as a lasting monument of the decree of Jehovah, to the 
shame and confusion of all who have cried out against the 
South, in consequence of their holding the sons of Ham 
in servitude. “And he said, Cursed be Canaan: a servant 
of servants shall he be unto his brethren.” “Blessed be 
the Lord God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.” 
(Gen. 9:25,26). . . . What could have been the design of 

13  Charles R. Harrell, “This is My Doctrine” The Development 
of Mormon Theology (Greg Kofford Books, 2011), pp. 389-390.

14  Evening and Morning Star (July 1833): p. 109.
15  “Extra,” Evening and the Morning Star, Independence, 

Missouri, (July, 16, 1833).

the Almighty in this singular occurrence is not for me to 
say; but I can say, the curse is not yet taken off from the 
sons of Canaan, neither will be until it is affected by as 
great a power as caused it to come; . . . I do not believe 
that the people of the North have any more right to say 
that the South shall not have slaves, than the South have 
to say the North shall. . . . All men are to be taught to 
repent; but we have no right to interfere with slaves, 
contrary to the mind and will of their masters.16 

On Tuesday, January 25, 1842, Joseph Smith 
commented “that the Indians have greater cause to 
complain of the treatment of the whites, than the negroes, 
or sons of Cain.”17 A year later, January 2, 1843, Joseph 
Smith gave this assessment of blacks:

At five went to Mr. Sollars’ with Elders Hyde and 
Richards. Elder Hyde inquired the situation of the negro. 
I replied, they came into the world slaves, mentally 
and physically. . . . Had I anything to do with the negro, 
I would confine them by strict law to their own species, 
and put them on a national equalization.18

Ironically, right at the time Joseph Smith was 
developing his racial doctrines he allowed the ordination 
of a black man named Elijah Abel.19 Abel was “ordained 
an elder on March 3, 1836, and a seventy April 4, 1841.”20 

In 1842 Smith published his new scripture, the 
Book of Abraham, in the Times and Seasons, the LDS 
newspaper in Nauvoo, Illinois. This has since been 
canonized in the Pearl of Great Price and reflects Smith’s 
growing racist attitude towards blacks and priesthood: 

Now this king of Egypt was a descendant from the 
loins of Ham, and was a partaker of the blood of the 
Canaanites by birth.

From this descent sprang all the Egyptians, and thus 
the blood of the Canaanites was preserved in the land.

The land of Egypt being first discovered by a 
woman, who was the daughter of Ham, and the daughter 
of Egyptus, which in the Chaldean signifies Egypt, which 
signifies that which is forbidden;

When this woman discovered the land it was under 
water, who afterward settled her sons in it; and thus, 
from Ham, sprang that race which preserved the curse 
in the land.

Now the first government of Egypt was established 
by Pharaoh, the eldest son of Egyptus, the daughter of 

16  Messenger and Advocate, Kirtland, Ohio, vol. 2, no. 7, 
(April, 1836); also History of the Church, vol. 2, pp. 436-440.

17  Joseph Smith, History of the Church (Salt Lake City: 
Deseret Book, 1976), vol. 4, p. 501.

18  History of the Church, vol. 5, pp. 217-218.
19  Jerald and Sandra Tanner, Curse of Cain? Racism in the 

Mormon Church (Salt Lake City: Utah Lighthouse, 2004),  pp. 37-38.
20  Andrew Jenson, L.D.S. Biographical Encyclopedia, vol. 3, 

1901-1936, p. 577.
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Ham, and it was after the manner of the government of 
Ham, which was patriarchal.

Pharaoh, being a righteous man, established his 
kingdom and judged his people wisely and justly all his 
days, seeking earnestly to imitate that order established 
by the fathers in the first generations, in the days of the 
first patriarchal reign, even in the reign of Adam, and also 
of Noah, his father, who blessed him with the blessings of 
the earth, and with the blessings of wisdom, but cursed 
him as pertaining to the Priesthood.

Now, Pharaoh being of that lineage by which he 
could not have the right of Priesthood, notwithstanding 
the Pharaohs would fain claim it from Noah, through 
Ham, therefore my father was led away by their idolatry. 
(Pearl of Great Price, Book of Abraham, 1:21-27)

LDS author Stephen Taggart observed:

With the publication of The Book of Abraham all 
of the elements for the Church’s policy of denying the 
priesthood to Negroes were present. The curse of Canaan 
motif borrowed from Southern fundamentalism was 
being supported within the Church by a foundation of 
proslavery statements and attitudes which had emerged 
during the years of crisis in Missouri. . . . 21 

When a reporter asked LDS President David O. 
McKay in 1961 about the basis for the policy of restricting 
blacks from priesthood, “he replied that it rested solely on 
the Book of Abraham. ‘That is the only reason,’ he said. 
‘It is founded on that.’ ”22 Even though the LDS Church 
now denounces racism, how are readers to interpret racial 
statements in the LDS scriptures?23 

It should be noted that the story of Noah’s curse 
on Ham and Canaan in Genesis, chapter nine, never 
connects the curse to race, skin color or to Africa. The 
same can be said of the curse on Cain in Genesis, chapter 
four. The Bible does not identify the mark placed on 
Cain as being a black skin. These interpretations arose 
centuries later in an attempt to justify slavery.

Teaching on Pre-Mortal Life

Standard Christianity teaches that only Christ 
existed before mortality (John 8:58; Colossians 1:17) 
and that man’s existence started on earth (Zechariah 12:1;  
1 Corinthians 15:46). However, Mormonism maintains 
that man was first born as a spirit child in heaven to 
Heavenly Father and a Heavenly Mother and raised to 
maturity before being sent to earth. During this premortal 

21  Stephen G. Taggart, Mormonism’s Negro Policy: Social 
and Historical Origins (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 
1970), pp. 62‑63.

22  Gregory A. Prince, “David O. McKay and Blacks,” 
Dialogue, (Spring 2002): p. 146.

23  Sandra Tanner, “Racial Statements in LDS Scriptures,” 
http://www.utlm.org/onlineresources/racialstatements.htm

state they believe we were all engaged in a war between 
Lucifer and Jesus (Abraham 3:21-28). Those who 
were courageous in “their first estate” were chosen to 
be leaders on earth (their second estate).24 This led to 
the conclusion that one’s placement on earth, including 
race, is a result of that past performance. BYU professor 
Charles Harrell observed:

In the book of Abraham, the basis of foreordination 
shifts from God’s foreknowledge of a person’s future 
righteousness in mortality to a knowledge of that 
person’s premortal righteousness. Here, Abraham sees 
a gathering of preexistent spirits: “And among all these 
were many of the noble and great ones.” He then records 
God saying, “These I will make my rulers . . . Abraham, 
thou art one of them; thou wast chosen before thou wast 
born” (Abr. 3:22-23). Thus, foreordination is explained 
as being based on premortal nobility, without a mention 
of God’s foreknowledge of one’s future righteousness—
although such foreknowledge is certainly not precluded.25

Speaking at the April 1998 LDS Conference, Apostle 
Richard G. Scott explained:

Your Heavenly Father assigned you to be born 
into a specific lineage from which you received your 
inheritance of race, culture, and traditions.26

In 1842 Smith was teaching “We believe that men 
will be punished for their own sins and not for Adam’s 
transgression.”27 By extension, then, one would not 
expect the blacks to be cursed solely on the basis of 
Cain’s sin. This led to the speculation that blacks must 
be cursed due to something they did in their premortal 
life. Harrell explains:

Why blacks were denied the priesthood in the first 
place has been and continues to be a bit controversial. 
Some have concluded that to be of the lineage of Cain 
through Ham who, according to LDS scriptures, was 
“cursed . . . as pertaining to the Priesthood” (Abr. 1:26-
27). Recognizing that God would not punish children 
for the sins of their fathers, it became commonly held 
that it was denied them in consequence of their lack of 
valiancy in the preexistence. As early as 1844, LDS 
apostle Orson Hyde attributed the “accursed lineage of 
Canaan” to a premortal lack of valor. “Those spirits in 
heaven that lent an influence to the devil,” he stated, 
“were required to come into the world and take bodies in 
the accursed lineage of Canaan; and hence the Negro 
or African race.”28

24  Doctrines of the Gospel-Student Manual, Religion 430 & 
431 (Salt Lake City: LDS Church, 2004), pp. 14-15.

25  Harrell, “This is My Doctrine,” p. 215.
26  Apostle Richard G. Scott, “Removing Barriers to Happiness,”  

Ensign (May 1998): p. 86.
27  Times and Seasons, vol. 3, (March 15, 1842): p. 709.
28  Harrell, “This is My Doctrine,” p. 389.
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The Start of the Priesthood Ban

It appears that after the death of Joseph Smith, the 
ban on blacks being ordained to the priesthood became 
rigid under Brigham Young’s leadership. Charles Harrell 
discusses the first statement connecting priesthood denial 
with Ham’s lineage:

The first recorded statement on the priesthood ban 
appears to be by Parley P. Pratt who said of a black 
Church member on April 25, 1847, he “was a black 
man with the blood of Ham in him which linege was 
cursed as regards the priesthood.” On February 13, 
1849, Brigham Young echoed a popular folklore linking 
blacks to descendants of Cain when he remarked in a 
private conversation, “The Lord had cursed Cain’s seed 
with blackness and prohibited them the Priesthood.”29

In 1852 Brigham Young made a number of racial 
comments when addressing the Utah Territorial 
Legislature:			 

Now I tell you what I know; when the mark was 
put upon Cain, Ables children was in all probablility 
young; the Lord told Cain that he should not receive 
the blessings of the preisthood nor his seed, until the 
last of the posterity of Able had received the preisthood, 
until the redemtion of the earth. If there never was a 
prophet, or apostle of Jesus Christ spoke it before, I tell 
you, this people that are commonly called negroes are 
the children of old Cain. I know they are, I know that 
they cannot bear rule in the preisthood, for the curse 
of them was to remain upon them . . . until the times of 
the restitution shall come, and the curse be wiped off 
from the earth, . . 

Now then in the kingdom of God on the earth, a man 
who has the Affrican blood in him cannot hold one jot 
nor tittle of preisthood; Why? because they are the true 
eternal principals the Lord Almighty has ordained, 
and who can help it, men cannot, . . .30

That same year the Territory of Utah passed 
legislation that allowed for slavery.31 This applied to 
both Indian and African slaves. One black slave, Green 
Flake, was even given to the church for tithing credit.32

Preaching in 1859, at the October Conference of the 
LDS Church, President Brigham Young declared:

29  Harrell, “This is My Doctrine,” p. 388.
30  “Speech by Gov. Young in Joint Session of the Legeslature, 

[Territory of Utah], Feb. 5th 1852 giving his views on slavery,” as 
reprinted in Curse of Cain, p. 99.

31  “Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials, passed by the First 
Annual, and Special Sessions, of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Territory of Utah,...” 1852. 

32  Tanner, Curse of Cain, pp. 44-46.

Cain slew his brother . . . and the Lord put a mark 
upon him, which is the flat nose and black skin. . . . How 
long is that race [blacks] to endure the dreadful curse 
that is upon them? That curse will remain upon them, 
and they never can hold the Priesthood or share in it 
until all the other descendants of Adam have received 
the promises and enjoyed the blessings of the Priesthood 
and the keys thereof. Until the last ones of the residue 
of Adam’s children are brought up to that favourable 
position, the children of Cain 	cannot receive the first 
ordinances of the Priesthood. They were the first that 
were cursed, and they will be the last from whom the 
curse will be removed.33 

On another occasion Brigham Young declared:

Shall I tell you the law of God in regard to the 
African race? If the white man who belongs to the chosen 
seed mixes his blood with the seed of Cain, the penalty, 
under the law of God, is death on the spot. This will 
always be so.34 

Preaching in 1882, John Taylor, the third president 
of the LDS Church, taught:

Why is it, in fact, that we should have a devil? Why 
did not the Lord kill him long ago? . . . He needed the 
devil and great many of those who do his bidding just 
to keep .  .  . our dependence upon God, . . . When he 
destroyed the inhabitants of the antediluvian world, he 
suffered a descendant of Cain to come through the 
flood in order that he [the devil] might be properly 
represented upon the earth.35 

Elder B. H. Roberts, of the Council of Seventy, 
explained that the reason some were born black was a 
direct result of their performance in their premortal life: 

. . . I believe that race [blacks] is the one through 
which it is ordained those spirits that were not 
valiant in the great rebellion in heaven should come; 
who, through their indifference or lack of integrity to 
righteousness, rendered themselves unworthy of the 
Priesthood and its powers, and hence it is withheld from 
them to this day.36

Writing in 1935 Apostle Joseph Fielding Smith, who 
later became the tenth president of the LDS Church, 
explained that Cain was to be the father of an “inferior 
race”: 

Not only was Cain called upon to suffer [for killing 
Abel], but because of his wickedness he became the 

33  Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p. 290.
34  Journal of Discourses, vol. 10, p. 110.
35  Journal of Discourses, vol. 23, p. 336.
36  Contributor 6:297, as quoted in The Way to Perfection, by 

Joseph Fielding Smith, Genealogical Society of Utah, 1935, p. 101.
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father of an inferior race.  .  .  . Millions of souls have 
come into this world cursed with a black skin and have 
been denied the privilege of Priesthood and the fulness 
of the blessing of the Gospel. These are the descendants 
of Cain.37 

In one of Joseph Fielding Smith’s popular books, 
Doctrines of Salvation, he wrote:

NO NEUTRALS IN HEAVEN. There were no neutrals 
in the war in heaven. All took sides either with Christ 
or with Satan. Every man had his agency there, and men 
receive rewards there based upon their actions there, just 
as they will receive rewards hereafter for deeds done in 
the body. The Negro, evidently, is receiving the reward 
he merits.38

At the October 1947 LDS Conference, Apostle 
George F. Richards proclaimed:

The Negro race have been forbidden the priesthood, 
and the higher temple blessings, presumably because of 
their not having been valiant while in the spirit. It 
does not pay to be anything but valiant.39

LDS Apostle Bruce R. McConkie, son-in-law of 
President Joseph Fielding Smith, wrote:

Those who were less valiant in pre-existence and 
who thereby had certain spiritual restrictions imposed 
upon them during mortality are known to us as the 
Negroes. Such spirits are sent to earth through the 
lineage of Cain, the mark put upon him for his rebellion 
against God and his murder of Abel being a black skin.40 

On March 18, 1961, Alvin R. Dyer, of the First 
Presidency, speaking at the missionary conference in 
Oslo, Norway, stated:

Why is it that you are white and not colored? Have 
you ever asked yourself that question? Who had anything 
to do with your being born into the Church and not born 
a Chinese or a Hindu, or a Negro? . . . I suppose, 
and you often may have heard missionaries say it, or 
have asked the question, why is a negro a negro? And 
you have heard this answer: Well, they must have been 
neutral in the pre-existence or they must have straddled 
the issue. That is the most common saying, they were 
neither hot nor cold so the Lord made them Negroes. 
This is, of course, not true. The reason that spirits 

37  Smith, The Way to Perfection, p. 105.
38  Joseph Fielding Smith, compiled by Bruce R. McConkie, 

Doctrines of Salvation (Salt Lake Ctiy: Bookcraft, 1954), vol. 1, 
pp. 65-66.

39  George F. Richards, LDS Conference Report (October 
1947): p. 57.

40  Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine (Salt Lake City: 
Bookcraft, 1958), pp. 476-477. Second edition, 1966, p. 527.

are born into Negro bodies is because those spirits 
rejected the priesthood of God in the Pre-existence. 
This is the reason why you have Negroes on the earth. 
. . . All of this is according to a well worked-out plan, 
that these millions and billions of spirits awaiting birth 
in the pre-existence would be born through a channel 
or race of people. Consequently, the cursed were to be 
born through Ham. . . . This is why you have colored 
people, why you have dark people and why you have 
white people.41

LDS Apostle Mark E. Petersen, speaking in 1954 at 
the Convention of Teachers of Religion on the College 
Level, Brigham Young University, gave this overview 
of the church’s teaching on race:

The discussion of civil rights, especially over the last 
20 years, has drawn some very sharp lines. It has blinded 
the thinking of some of our own people, I believe. . . . We 
who teach in the Church certainly must have our feet on 
the ground and not be led astray by the philosophies of 
men on this subject any more 	than on any other subject. 
. . . He [the Negro] is not just seeking the opportunity 
of sitting down in a cafe where white people eat. . . . it 
appears that the negro seeks absorption with the white 
race. He will not be satisfied until he achieves it by 
intermarriage. . . .

What should be our attitude as Latter-day Saints 
toward negro and other dark races? Does the Lord 
give us any guidance? Is there any Church policy on this 
matter? Is segregation in and of itself a wrong principle? 
. . .

Is there any reason to think that the same principles 
of rewards and punishments did not apply to us and our 
deeds in the pre-existent world as will apply hereafter? 
Is there reason then why the type of birth we receive in 
this life is not a reflection of our worthiness or lack of 
it in the pre-existent life? We must accept the justice 
of God He is fair to all. His is not a respecter of persons. 
He will mete to us according to what we deserve. 
.  .  . We cannot escape the conclusion that because of 
performance in our pre-existence some of us are born 
as Chinese, some as Japanese, some as Indians, some as 
Negroes, some as Americans, some as Latter-day Saints. 
These are rewards and punishments, fully in harmony 
with His established policy in dealing with sinners and 
saints, rewarding all according to their deeds. . . .

The Lord segregated the people both as to blood 
and place of residence. At least in the cases of the 
Lamanites and the Negroes we have the definite 
word of the Lord Himself that He placed a dark skin 
upon them as a curse—as a punishment and as a sign 
to all others. He forbade intermarriage with them under 

41  Alvin R. Dyer, “For What Purpose,” (March 18, 1961). 
From a typed manuscript at the LDS Archives. As quoted in  
In Their Own Words: A Collection of Mormon Quotations, compiled 
by Bill McKeever, (Mormonism Research Ministry, 2009), p. 39.
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threat of extension of the curse. (2 Nephi 5:21) And He 
certainly segregated the descendents of Cain when He 
cursed the Negro as to the Priesthood, and drew an 
absolute line. . . . But what does the mercy of God have 
for him? This negro, who in the pre-existence lived the 
type of life which justified the Lord in sending him 
to the earth in the lineage of Cain with a black skin, 
and possibly being born in darkest Africa—if that negro 
is willing when he hears the gospel to accept it, he may 
have many of the blessings of the gospel. In spite of all 
he did in the pre-existent life, the Lord is willing, if the 
Negro accepts the gospel with real, sincere faith, and is 
really converted, to give him the blessings of baptism 
and the gift of the Holy Ghost. If that Negro is faithful 
all his days, he can and will enter the celestial kingdom. 
He will go there as a servant, but he will get a celestial 
resurrection.42

In 1969 the LDS First Presidency issued another 
statement on race:

December 15, 1969 

To General Authorities, Regional Representatives of 
the Twelve, Stake Presidents, Mission Presidents, and 
Bishops.

Dear Brethren:

In view of confusion that has arisen, it was decided at 
a meeting of the First Presidency and the Quorum of 
the Twelve to restate the position of the Church with 
regard to the Negro both in society and in the Church. 
. . .

We believe that the Constitution of the United States was 
divinely inspired, . . .

It follows, therefore, that we believe the Negro, as well as 
those of other races, should have his full Constitutional 
privileges as a member of society, . . .

However, matters of faith, conscience, and theology 
are not within the purview of the civil law. . . .

From the beginning of this dispensation, Joseph Smith 
and all succeeding presidents of the Church have taught 
that Negroes, while spirit children of a common 
Father, and the progeny of our earthly parents Adam 
and Eve, were not yet to receive the priesthood, for 
reasons which we believe are known to God but which 
He has not made fully known to man.

Our living prophet, President David O. McKay, has said, 
“The seeming discrimination by the Church toward the 
Negro is not something which originated with man; but 
goes back into the beginning with God. . . . 

42  Mark E. Petersen, “Race Problems—As They Affect The 
Church,” BYU (August 27, 1954), as printed in Curse of Cain? 
Racism in the Mormon Church, pp. 104-109.

“Revelation assures us that this plan antedates 
man’s mortal existence, extending back to man’s 
pre-existent state.”43

From these quotes we see how the LDS teachings 
on premortal performance, race, and the supposed curse 
of Cain are intertwined. With so many of the LDS 
prophets and apostles teaching that blacks have been 
cursed with a black skin due to their misdeeds in the 
premortal existence, one wonders how the LDS Church 
can dismiss these as simply comments by “individuals” 
or “folklore”?

Lifting the Ban

During the 1960’s and early 1970’s the LDS Church 
received extensive social pressure to change their racial 
stance in the form of demonstrations, and newspaper and 
magazine articles.44 

For over a hundred years LDS leaders had taught 
that blacks could not be given the priesthood until all the 
rest of Adam’s posterity had been given the opportunity. 
Preaching in 1866, Brigham Young declared:

Why are so many of the inhabitants of the earth 
cursed with a s[k]in of blackness? It comes in 
consequence of their fathers rejecting the power of the 
Holy Priesthood, and the law of God. They will go down 
to death. And when all the rest of the children have 
received their blessings in the Holy Priesthood, then 
that curse will be removed from the seed of Cain, and 
they will then come up and possess the priesthood, and 
receive all the blessings which we now are entitled to.45 

Yet on June 9, 1978, the LDS Church’s Deseret News 
carried a startling announcement by the First Presidency 
of the LDS Church that stated a new revelation had been 
given:

We have pleaded long and earnestly in behalf of 
these, our faithful brethren, spending many hours in 
the upper room of the Temple supplicating the Lord for 
divine guidance.

He has heard our prayers, and by revelation has 
confirmed that the long-promised day has come when 
every faithful, worthy man in the church may receive 
the holy priesthood, with power to exercise its divine 
authority, and enjoy with his loved ones every blessing 
that flows therefrom, including the blessings of the 
temple. Accordingly, all worthy male members of the 

43  “BYU Religion Dean on Premortal Life, Part I: Race 
and Nobility,” by Jupiterschild, March 19, 2008. http://
faithpromotingrumor.wordpress.com/2008/03/19/byu-religion-
dean-on-premortal-life-part-i-race-and-nobility/

44  Tanner, Curse of Cain? pp. 54-78.
45  Journal of Discourses, vol. 11, p. 272.
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church may be ordained to the priesthood without regard 
for race or color.46 

One should note, however, that the actual “revelation” 
was not printed, only an announcement of a revelation, 
which has now been added to the back of their Doctrine 
and Covenants as Declaration 2. This is similar to the 
situation in 1890 when the church issued the “Manifesto” 
announcing the end of polygamous marriages, printed as 
Declaration 1 in the D&C.47 

Twenty-five years before the LDS Church gave up 
the practice of polygamy they were declaring that no such 
change could be made. In 1865 the church announced:

We have shown that in requiring the relinquishment of 
polygamy, they ask the renunciation of the entire faith 
of this people. . . .

There is no half way house. The childish babble 
about another revelation is only an evidence how half 
informed men can talk.48

However, as the U.S. government persisted in 
prosecuting LDS polygamists,49 LDS President Wilford 
Woodruff issued the 1890 Manifesto which suspended 
its practice. The lifting of the priesthood ban on blacks 
seems to be another instance of political pressure forcing 
the church to announce a new revelation. Writing in the 
New York Times, June 11, 1978, Professor Mario S. 
DePillis observed: “For Mormonism’s anti-black policy 
a revelation was the only way out, and many students of 
Mormonism were puzzled only at the lateness of the hour.”

Both Declaration 1 and 2 at the back of the Doctrine 
and Covenants were supposedly the result of “revelation” 
ending a long criticized practice of the LDS Church. 
Yet neither was accompanied by an official explanation 
of the doctrinal implications. Doctrine and Covenants, 
Section 132, which teaches plural marriage, and the Pearl 
of Great Price, with its statements about Cain and black 
skin, are still considered scripture.

On the official LDS web site is a statement titled 
“Priesthood Ordination before 1978.”50 There the 
priesthood ban on blacks is defended as being similar 
to the Old Testament priesthood restrictions: “Among 
the tribes of Israel, for example, only men of the tribe of 
Levi were given the priesthood and allowed to officiate in 
certain ordinances.”51 Notice, the comparison was made 

46  Deseret News (June 9, 1978), p. 1A.
47  Doctrine and Covenants, Official Declaration, #1 and #2.
48  Millennial Star, (Oct. 28, 1865).
49  Richard S. Van Wagoner, Mormon Polygamy: A History 

(Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1989), pp. 105-124.
50  “Priesthood Ordination before 1978,” http://www.lds.org/

study/topics/priesthood-ordination-before-1978?lang=eng
51  Ibid.

to something God announced to Israel. This implies that 
the ban on blacks was also God-ordained, not “folklore” 
or a practice of unknown origin. The tribe of Levi was 
chosen but the rest of Israel was not declared to be under 
a “curse” as blacks were said to be prior to the 1978 
change.	

Attending the Temple

After the First Presidency made their 1978 
announcement, many people became confused over the 
church’s position on interracial marriage and temple 
attendance. It soon became apparent, however, that 
the church’s ban on blacks participating in the temple 
ordinances and the ban on mixed marriages had been 
lifted.

Joseph Freeman, the first black man ordained to 
the priesthood after the 1978 change, indicated that he 
wanted to be sealed in the temple to his wife who was not 
of African descent. Church spokesman Don LeFevre said 
that such a marriage would be possible and that although 
the church did not encourage interracial marriage, there 
was no longer a policy against whites marrying blacks:

That is entirely possible, said Mr. LeFevre. . . . “So 
there is no ban on interracial marriage. If a black partner 
contemplating marriage is worthy of going to the Temple, 
nobody’s going to stop him—if he’s marrying a white, an 
Oriental . . . if he’s ready to go to the Temple, obviously 
he may go with the blessings of the church.”52 

On June 24, 1978, the Salt Lake Tribune announced:

Joseph Freeman, 26, the first black man to gain 
the priesthood in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, Friday went in the Salt Lake Temple with 
his wife and sons for sacred ordinances . . . Thomas S. 
Monson, member of the church’s Quorum of Twelve 
Apostles, conducted the marriage and sealing ceremonies.

One hundred years earlier Elijah Abel had requested 
the same privilege of attending the temple, but was 
denied. LDS author Armand Mauss commented:

The restrictive policy on priesthood, . . . lingered 
on. It was periodically reconsidered after Brigham 
Young’s death in 1877, usually in response to a petition 
from a black member or sympathizer. The first of 
these reconsiderations occurred as early as 1879, when 
Young’s successor, John Taylor, responded to a petition 
from Elijah Abel (the sole surviving black member to 
have received the priesthood) that he be admitted to the 
sacred temple rites of the church. Taylor’s consultations 
turned up a claim by two prominent local church leaders 

52  Salt Lake Tribune (June 14, 1978).
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that in the mid-1830s they had heard Joseph Smith 
declare that Negroes could not be given the priesthood 
and that Abel was supposed to have been stripped of it 
before Smith died. 

Taylor himself, though a contemporary of these 
witnesses and a close associate of Smith, could recall no 
such instruction. . . . The young apostle Joseph F. Smith, 
nephew of the prophet, disagreed with their recollections 
on the basis of an 1841 certificate he had seen verifying 
Abel’s ordination as a seventy, and Abel himself had 
similar documentation . . . To Abel’s chagrin, church 
policy was “resolved” not by granting his petition [to 
attend the temple] but by sending him on a mission.53 

Abel’s requests for temple ordinances were 
repeatedly denied. He died in 1884 and was buried in 
the Salt Lake City Cemetery, never having been admitted 
to the temple. His son and grandson were also ordained 
to the priesthood but we have no evidence that they were 
ever allowed to attend the temple.54

Another early black convert to Mormonism was Jane 
Manning James. Her family joined Mormonism in the 
1840’s and she lived for a time in the Joseph Smith home 
as a domestic. After migrating to Utah she was a domestic 
in the Brigham Young home and married another black 
convert, Isaac James. Isaac left the family in 1869 but 
Jane remained faithful to the LDS Church. Mormon 
historian Jessie I. Embry tells some of Jane’s story:

Jane Manning James was a member of the female 
Relief Society and donated to the St. George, Manti, 
and Logan temple funds. She repeatedly petitioned 
the First Presidency to be endowed and to have her 
children sealed to her. During the time that Isaac was 
gone, Jane asked to be sealed to Walker Lewis who, like 
Elijah Abel, had been ordained during Joseph Smith’s 
lifetime.

After Isaac died, Jane asked that they be given the 
ordination of adoption so that they would be together in 
the next life. She explained in correspondence to church 
leaders that Emma Smith had offered to have her sealed 
to the Smith family as a child. She reconsidered that 
decision and asked to be sealed to the Smiths. Permission 
for all of these requests was denied.

Instead the First Presidency “decided she might be 
adopted into the family of Joseph Smith as a servant, 
which was done, a special ceremony having been 
prepared for the purpose.” The minutes of the Council 
of Twelve Apostles continued, “But Aunt Jane was not 
satisfied with this, and as a mark of dissatisfaction she 
applied again after this for sealing blessings, but of 
course in vain.”55

53  Armand Mauss, All Abraham’s Children (Chicago: 
University of Illinois, 2003), pp. 215-216.

54  Tanner, Curse of Cain, pp. 38-39.
55  Embry, Black Saints in a White Church, pp. 40-41.

Jane Manning James died in 1908 and President 
Joseph F. Smith spoke at her funeral. LDS Apostle 
Mathias F. Cowley reported:

In after years when President Joseph F. Smith 
preached the funeral sermon of this same faithful woman 
he declared that she would in the resurrection attain the 
longings of her soul and become a white and beautiful 
person.56

Today there is no restriction on ethnic identity 
for faithful Mormons to participate in their temple 
ordinances.

Could the Ban on Women in the 
Priesthood be Changed as Well?

Speaking at the LDS Conference in October of 1967, 
Apostle Ezra Taft Benson, who would later become the 
thirteenth president of the LDS Church, related the 
priesthood prohibition on blacks with the same policy 
for women:

Increasingly the Latter-day Saints must choose 
between the reasoning of men and the 	revelations of 
God. This is a crucial choice, for we have those within 
the Church today who, with their worldly wisdom, are 
leading some of our members astray. . . .

The Lord does not always give reasons for each 
commandment. Sometimes faithful members, like 
Adam of old, are called upon to obey an injunction 
of the Lord even though they do not know the reason 
why it was given. Those who trust in God will obey him, 
knowing full well that time will provide the reasons and 
vindicate their obedience.

The arm of flesh may not approve nor understand 
why God has not bestowed the priesthood on women 
or the seed of Cain, but God’s ways are not man’s 
ways.57

However, thirty years later Gordon B. Hinckley 
seemed to suggest that the restriction on women in 
the priesthood could be changed at some future time. 
In 1997 Hinckley was interviewed by the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation regarding the 1978 revelation 
giving priesthood to blacks:

RB: Now up until 1978 I understand Blacks were not 
allowed to be priests in your Church?

GBH [G. B. Hinckley]: That is correct. Although we 
have Black members of the Church. . . .

56  M. F. Cowley, ed., Wilford Woodruff: History of His Life 
and Labors, (Salt Lake City: Deseret News, 1909), p. 587.

57  Ezra Taft Benson, “Trust Not the Arm of Flesh,” LDS 
Conference (October 1967).



salt lake city messengerIssue 118 11

RB: So in retrospect was the Church wrong in that?

GBH: No I don’t think it was wrong. It things, [sic]
various things happened in different periods. There’s a 
reason for them.

RB: What was the reason for that?

GBH: I don’t know what the reason was. But I know 
that we’ve rectified whatever may have appeared to 
be wrong at the time.

RB: Is it a problem for the Church that it still has a tag 
of being racist?

GBH: No I don’t think so. I don’t see that anywhere. . . .

RB: At present women are not allowed to be priests 
in your Church. Why is that?

GBH: That’s right, because the Lord has put it that 
way. Now women have a very prominent place in this 
Church. They have their own organization. . . . And the 
women of that organization sit on Boards. . . . They 
counsel with us. . . . and if you ask them they’ll say we’re 
happy and we’re satisfied.

RB: They all say that?

GBH: Yes. All except a oh you’ll find a little handful one 
or two here and there, . . .

RB: You say the Lord has put it that way. What do you 
mean by that?

GBH: I mean that’s a part of His programme. Of course 
it is, yes.

RB: Is it possible that the rules could change in the 
future as the rules are on Blacks?

GBH: He could change them yes. If He were to change 
them that’s the only way it would happen.

RB: So you’d have to get a revelation?

GBH: Yes, But there’s no agitation for that. We don’t 
find it. Our women are happy. They’re satisfied.58

Hinckley’s interview certainly raises some interesting 
questions. If enough women campaigned for priesthood 
and enough public pressure were mounted against the 
LDS priesthood ban on women, would the LDS Church 
change its policy as it did on plural marriage and blacks? 

58  David Ransom, Interview with Gordon B. Hinckley, 
Compass, ABC Australia, (November 09, 1997). 

http://www.abc.net.au/compass/intervs/hinckley.htm

Do the LDS Prophets Speak for God?

How does one reconcile over one hundred and eighty 
years of racial statements by LDS prophets and apostles 
with their claim of prophetic leadership? By insisting 
that past statements by their prophets were simply 
“speculation or opinions” they have clouded the issue 
of when their prophets speak for God. In the March 2012 
Ensign, Dieter F. Uchtdorf, Second Counselor in the LDS 
First Presidency, instructed that they speak “throughout 
all time”:

Prophets are inspired teachers and are always 
special witnesses of Jesus Christ (see D&C 107:23). 
Prophets speak not only to the people of their time, but 
they also speak to people throughout all time. Their 
voices echo through the centuries as a testament of God’s 
will to His children.59

In the LDS Church manual Gospel Principles we read:

In addition to these four books of scripture [Bible, 
Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants and Pearl of 
Great Price], the inspired words of our living prophets 
become scripture to us. Their words come to us through 
conferences, the Liahona or Ensign magazine, and 
instructions to local priesthood leaders.60

One would naturally assume that an official statement 
issued by the First Presidency would constitute church 
doctrine that would be for “all time.” However, the 
current LDS position on blacks seems to be at odds with 
the 1949 statement of the First Presidency, where the ban 
on blacks was declared to be a “direct commandment 
from the Lord”:

The attitude of the church with reference to the 
Negroes remains as it has always stood. It is not 
a matter of the declaration of a policy but of direct 
commandment from the Lord on which is founded the 
doctrine of the Church from the days of its organization, 
to the effect that Negroes may become members of the 
Church but that they are not entitled to the priesthood 
at the present time. . . .

The position of the Church regarding the Negro may 
be understood when another doctrine of the Church 
is kept in mind, namely, that the conduct of spirits in 
the premortal existence has some determining effect 
upon the conditions and circumstances under which these 
spirits take on mortality and that while the details of this 
principle have not been made known, the mortality is a 
privilege that is given to those who maintain their first 
estate; and that the worth of the privilege is so great that 

59  Dieter F. Uchtdorf, “Why Do We Need Prophets?” Ensign, 
(March 2012): p. 4.

60  Gospel Principles (Salt Lake City: LDS Church, 2009), p. 48.
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spirits are willing to come to earth and take on bodies 
no matter what the handicap may be as to the kind of 
bodies they are to secure; and that among the handicaps, 
failure of the right to enjoy in mortality the blessings of 
the priesthood is a handicap which spirits are willing to 
assume in order that they might come to earth. . . .

Well, what about the removal of the curse? We know 
what the Lord has said in the Book of Mormon in regard 
to the Lamanites—they shall become a White and a 
delightsome people. I know of no scripture having 
to do with the removal of the curse from the Negro.61 

But how is one to reconcile this 1949 statement by 
the LDS First Presidency with the recent church press 
release denouncing past leaders teachings on race as 
“speculation and opinion”? Are press releases now to be 
considered more “official” than a statement by the LDS 
First Presidency?

The LDS Church emphasizes that the members 
are to follow the “living prophets” as opposed to their 
dead prophets. However, they continually quote past 
prophets when it suits their purpose. In 2010 two General 
Authorities of the LDS Church62 reminded Mormons of 
President Ezra Taft Benson’s 1980 speech, “Fourteen 
Fundamentals in Following the Prophet,” where he stated 
that “The prophet will never lead the Church astray.”63

In an Opinion piece for the Salt Lake Tribune, 
Matthew L. Harris, associate professor and director of 
graduate studies in history at Colorado State University-
Pueblo in Pueblo, Colorado, commented:

Brigham Young University religion professor Randy 
Bott had a bad day last week. His church rebuked him 
for teaching false doctrine, his colleagues scorned him, 
and dozens of pious Mormon bloggers called for his 
resignation. . . .

But did Bott teach false doctrine? Were his views 
incompatible with Mormon theology? If so, how did a 
man who gets paid to teach students at an LDS university 
about Mormon theology not understand this crucial 
theological point? . . .

Today’s church leaders say “we do not know why 
God denied blacks the priesthood,” but earlier leaders 
never made that claim. In fact, they made it very clear 
why blacks couldn’t hold the priesthood: God cursed 
them with the mark of Cain because they lacked 
moral purity in a pre-Earth life.

61  1949 First Presidency Statement, as quoted in Neither 
White Nor Black, edited by Lester Bush and Armand Mauss 
(Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1984), Appendix. http://
signaturebookslibrary.org/?p=438

62  Claudio R.M. Costa, of the Presidency of the Seventy, 
“Obedience to the Prophets,” and Kevin R. Duncan, of the Seventy, 
“Our Very Survival,” LDS Conference, (October 2010).

63  Ezra Taft Benson, “Fourteen Fundamentals in Following 
the Prophet,” (Feb. 26, 1980). http://www.lds.org/liahona/1981/06/
fourteen-fundamentals-in-following-the-prophet?lang=eng

If such words make us wince, they didn’t have 
that effect on early church leaders. In the 19th and 20th 
centuries, the church was thoroughly awash in such 
teachings. . . . 

Church officials now deny that they ever taught 
the divine-curse doctrine. “This folklore is not part of 
and never was taught as doctrine by the church,” LDS 
spokesman Mark Tuttle boldly declared in 2008 . . . 
The church reaffirmed this position in a recent press 
release, claiming that a few misguided leaders gave 
“some explanations” about the “origins of priesthood 
availability” that “do not represent church doctrine.”

And yet, the new official line cannot be reconciled 
with the hundreds, maybe thousands, of authoritative 
statements the church has made on the subject throughout 
its 182-year history. . . . LDS leaders would be well 
served to acknowledge this doctrine, apologize for it 
and move on. Until they have 	the courage to do that, 
more people like Bott will get their knuckles rapped, 
and more people will ask why the church sweeps its 
racial history under a rug.64

Sweeping past LDS leaders’ sermons on blacks 
“under a rug” is indeed the best that the LDS leadership 
has been able to do. Apostle Bruce R. McConkie’s speech 
of 1978 illustrates this very point:

I would like to say something about the new 
revelation relative to the priesthood going to those of 
all nations and races. . . . The gospel goes to various 
peoples and nations on a priority basis. . . . Not only is 
the gospel to go, on a priority basis and harmonious 
to a divine timetable, to one nation after another, but 
the whole history of God’s dealings with men on earth 
indicates that such has been the case in the past; it has 
been restricted and limited where many people are 
concerned. . . . With some minor exceptions, the gospel 
in [Christ’s] day went exclusively to Israel. The Lord 
had to give Peter the vision and revelation of the sheet 
coming down from heaven with the unclean meat on it, 
following which Cornelius sent the messenger to Peter 
to learn what he, Cornelius, and his gentile associates 
should do. . . . There have been these problems, and 
the Lord has permitted them to arise. There isn’t any 
question about that. We do not envision the whole reason 
and purpose behind all of it; we can only suppose and 
reason that it is on the basis of our premortal devotion 
and faith. . . . There are statements in our literature by 
the early Brethren which we have interpreted to mean 
that the Negroes would not receive the priesthood in 
mortality. I have said the same things, and people write 
me letters and say, “You said such and such, and how is 
it now that we do such and such?” And all I can say to 
that is that it is time disbelieving people repented and 
got in line and believed in a living, modern prophet. 

64  Matthew L. Harris, “Why is LDS Church denying past 
doctrine?” Salt Lake Tribune (March 11, 2012): p. O4.
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Forget everything that I have said, or what President 
Brigham Young or President George Q. Cannon or 
whomsoever has said in days past that is contrary 
to the present revelation. We spoke with a limited 
understanding and without the light and knowledge that 
now has come into the world. . . .

It doesn’t make a particle of difference what 
anybody ever said about the Negro matter before the first 
day of June of this year, 1978. It is a new day and a new 
arrangement, and the Lord has now given the revelation 
that sheds light out into the world on this subject.65

A close reading of McConkie’s statement shows that 
he still believed the ban was appropriate until 1978 and 
that it was based on “our premortal devotion and faith.” 
In other words, the church was right about the curse on 
Cain and to restrict priesthood to blacks until they got 
the 1978 revelation. So the new revelation only ended 
the ban, it didn’t address the issue of the curse and black 
skin. In a 1998 interview for the Salt Lake Tribune, David 
Jackson, a black member of the LDS Church, explained:

“What [the 1978 revelation] doesn’t say is we’re 
no longer of the lineage of Cain, that we no longer did 
these things in pre-existence. It does not say we are not 
cursed with black skin.”66

BYU professor Eugene England was troubled in 
1998 by the lingering racial teachings being passed on 
to future generations:

This is a good time to remind ourselves that most 
Mormons are still in denial about the ban, unwilling to 
talk in Church settings about it, and that some Mormons 
still believe that Blacks were cursed by descent from 
Cain through Ham. Even more believe that Blacks, 
as well as other non-white people, come color-coded 
into the world, their lineage and even their class a 
direct indication of failures in a previous life. . . The 
majority of Mormons were clearly still racists in the 
1960s . . . Sadly, some of that baggage is still with us. I 
check occasionally in classes at BYU and find that still, 
twenty years after the revelation, a majority of bright, 
well-educated Mormon students say they believe 
that Blacks are descendants of Cain and Ham and 
thereby cursed and that skin color is an indication of 
righteousness in the pre-mortal life. They tell me these 
ideas came from their parents or Seminary and Sunday 
School teachers, and they have never questioned them.67

65  Bruce R. McConkie, “All Are Alike Unto God,” BYU, 
(August 18, 1978). http://speeches.byu.edu/reader/reader.
php?id=11017

66  Larry B. Stammer, “LDS Church Mulls Revoking Doctrine 
on Black ‘Curse,’ ” Salt Lake Tribune (May 18, 1998).

67  Eugene England, “Becoming a World Religion: Blacks, the 
Poor—All of Us,” Sunstone (June 1998): pp. 54-58.

William Lobdell, of the Los Angeles Times, observed:

In the not-too-distant past, the Mormon faithful were 
routinely taught that blacks were an inferior race, the 
color of their skin linked to curses from God recounted 
in Hebrew and Mormon scriptures. Besides being 
barred from the priesthood, black males couldn’t serve 
on missions or be married in the temple—though they 
could become church members and be baptized.

The Mormons’ historic position on race wasn’t much 
different from that of many other U.S. denominations; it 
just lasted longer.  It took until 1978—14 years after the 
Civil Rights Act—before the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints lifted the ban following what leaders 
said was a revelation from God to make the priesthood 
available to “every faithful, worthy man.”

The new doctrine came without an apology or 
repudiation of the church’s past practice. . . .68

Until the LDS Church officially clarifies its doctrine 
of pre-existence and assignment to race, its old teachings 
will continue to haunt them and be handed down through 
the generations to come. 

In contrast to these teachings, the first century 
Christians placed no restrictions on those of various 
races. In Acts 8:36-40, Philip baptized the Ethiopian man 
and placed no racial restrictions on him. Later in Acts we 
read that “God is no respecter of persons: but in every 
nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is 
accepted with him” (Acts. 10:34-35). Also, Paul wrote 
to the Christians in Galatia that “there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male 
nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 
3:28).

68  Williams Lodbell, “New Mormon Aim: Reach Out to 
Blacks,” Los Angeles Times (Sept. 21, 2003).

APOLOGETICS STUDY BIBLE TOUR  
TO THE HOLY LAND

Join Mormonism Research Ministry and Utah 
Lighthouse Ministry for a fabulous trip to Israel:  
                   February 24–March 6, 2013.  

ISRAEL—$3,349 from New York  [All Inclusive]
(Take $50 off the price if signed up before 7/30/12.)

Also, we are offering an optional Pre-extension trip to 
Turkey February 19–25. $1149 [All Inclusive]

        Both Turkey and Israel, 16 days, 
            February 19–March 6, 2013.
    TOTAL for both Turkey and Israel—$4398

The focus will be on general Christian apologetics, 
with an emphasis on better understanding 

the Bible. For more information see:
www.theapologeticsstudybibletour.com/#!collection
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I often come across this scenario on Mormon 
Facebook Pages and other sites as I browse the internet: 
Self-proclaimed Mormon “apologists” using material 
from FAIR (Foundation for Apologetic Information and 
Research) to “prove” that critics of Mormonism are dead 
wrong about issues that the critics claim prove the LDS 
Church has manipulated or lied about its history. Case in 
point—Joseph Smith’s “prophecy” recorded in the History 
of the Church:  

“I prophesied that the Saints would continue to 
suffer much affliction and would be driven to the Rocky 
Mountains, many would apostatize, others would be 
put to death by our persecutors or lose their lives in 
consequence of exposure or disease, and some of you 
will live to go and assist in making settlements and build 
cities and see the Saints become a mighty people in 
the midst of the Rocky Mountains.”1

I. LDS CHALLENGING "ANTI-MORMONS"

On a Facebook Page titled “Challenging Anti-
Mormon Apologetics,”2 I came across the following post:

LDS Honesty: Lying for the Lord . . . also says the following:

4. The famous Rocky Mountain Prophecy was 
a later addition to the official church history and not 
uttered by Joseph Smith as a prediction that the 
Mormons would inhabit the Salt Lake Valley. Despite 
the fact it is not authentic; the church presented it as 
such for more than a century. The “Rocky Mountain 
Prophecy” was added after the Mormons  arrived 
in Utah. (The Changing World of Mormonism,  
p. 406) The church had no intentions of giving this 
information to members, in order to make their history 
appear more faith promoting.

Contemporary documentation says otherwise.3

What is this “contemporary documentation” they 
speak of? If one pursues the FAIR link that the Facebook 
Page references, one comes upon the Mormon apologist 
response to the allegation that Smith’s famous Rocky 
Mountain “prophecy” was inserted into the Manuscript 
History of the Church at a later date. But has FAIR proved 
their point? Let’s start with their conclusion and work our 
way back. FAIR states,

1  History of the Church, by Joseph Smith, Deseret Book, vol. 5, ch. 4, p. 85.
2  “Challenging Anti-Mormon Apologetics” is a Facebook Page that 

describes itself as “A group where the members discuss issues brought up by 
critics of Mormonism on Face Book.”

3  FAIR article: http://en.fairmormon.org/Criticism_of_Mormonism/Books/
One_Nation_Under_Gods/Use_of_sources/Forged_Rocky_Mountain_
prophecy

PLAYING FAIR? 
An Evaluation of Joseph Smith's "Rocky Mountain Prophecy"

Johnny Stephenson
Condensed and used by permission from http://mormonitemusings.wordpress.com/tag/grindael/

To accept a “forgery” theory, we must accept that 
all of the people listed above who remembered Joseph 
speaking about the Rocky Mountains were lying or 
fabricating their experience. Furthermore, we must also 
accept that Joseph was sending explorers to the west 
with no real expectation of moving, and the discussion 
of heading west by both members and enemies was all 
idle talk.4

This is a classic case of diverting the issue. Jerald 
and Sandra Tanner actually state in The Changing World 
of Mormonism,

In our book Falsification of Joseph Smith’s History, 
page 10, we stated concerning this prophecy:

There is some evidence that Joseph Smith 
considered going west to build his kingdom, but 
since we now know that the Mormon Historians 
actually compiled Joseph Smith’s History after his 
death and that they drew from many sources, we 
cannot help being suspicious of the authorship of this 
prophecy.5

We see that the Tanners did indeed admit that “there 
is some evidence that Joseph Smith considered going 
west”, so why does FAIR state,

But, to claim that the account of him discussing and 
even prophesying a move to the west rests on nothing 
but “forgery” is to distort and ignore too many sources, 
from too broad a time period, over what is essentially a 
peripheral issue.

Notice how FAIR is trying to tie this specific “prophecy” 
to any discussion about the Rocky Mountains, and that 
any discussion of moving west by Smith must also be 
classed as spurious. Then, if they can show that Smith 
discussed it, this makes the Tanners deceptive. FAIR is 
trying to set their own criteria here, but this is not what 
the Tanners claim at all, as I have shown above.  

The Tanner’s claim was not that Smith never 
discussed the Rocky Mountains, or moving the church 
west; it was that a prophecy was fabricated by Mormon 
Historians (most likely based on exaggerations by 
contemporary Mormons well after the fact) and placed 
in the official History of the Church as an actual specific 
statement (prophecy) made by Joseph Smith. The 
specific charge made by the Tanners was this,

Important evidence concerning Joseph Smith’s 
prophecy that the Mormons would come to the Rocky 

4  Ibid.
5  Jerald and Sandra Tanner, Changing World of Mormonism, (Chicago: 

Moody Press, 1981), p. 405.
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Mountains has recently come to light. This prophecy was 
reported to have been given in 1842 in Illinois. Joseph 
Smith himself was supposed to have said:

While the Deputy Grand-Master was engaged in 
giving the requisite instructions to the Master-elect, 
I had a conversation with a number of brethren . . . I 
prophesied that the Saints would continue to suffer 
much affliction and would be driven to the Rocky 
Mountains, many would apostatize, others would be 
put to death by our persecutors or lose their lives in 
consequence of exposure or disease, and some of 
you will live to go and assist in making settlements 
and build cities and see the Saints become a mighty 
people in the midst of the Rocky Mountains. 
(History of the Church, vol. 5, p. 85)6

The Tanners go on to explain how they acquired a 
photograph of the very manuscript page of the History 
containing the prophecy. However, the prophecy has 
obviously been added to the manuscript at a later date.  
The Tanners continue,

. . . The situation, then, boils down to the following: 
we have two handwritten [history] manuscripts, books D-1 
and D-2. Neither of these books were even started until 
after Joseph Smith’s death [in 1844]. In both cases the 
prophecy concerning the Mormons coming to the Rocky 
Mountains was interpolated in a smaller handwriting. 
From this evidence we can reach only one conclusion: 
the famous “Rocky Mountain Prophecy” is not authentic.7 

FAIR singles out both One Nation Under Gods, by 
Richard Abanes, and Jerald and Sandra Tanner’s book 
The Changing World of Mormonism, (and since they 
imply that Richard Abanes probably got his information 
from the Tanners I will focus on the argument made in 
Changing World). FAIR makes these points of criticism:

Jerald and Sandra Tanner claim that a prophecy from 
Joseph about the Saints’ move to the Rocky Mountains 
was forged after the fact and inserted into the History of 
the Church. They provide the following sources for this 
claim:

•	 History of the Church 5:85.
•	 Joseph Smith’s Manuscript History, Book D-1, 

page 1362
•	 Brigham Young University Studies, Summer 

1971, p.469
•	 Davis Bitton, “Joseph Smith in the Mormon 

Folk Memory,” The John Whitmer address, 
delivered at the Second Annual Meeting of the 
John Whitmer Historical Association, Lamoni, 
Iowa, September 28, 1974, unpublished 
manuscript, p.16 [This article is now available 
in “Joseph Smith in the Mormon Folk Memory,” 
in Restoration Studies, ed. Maurice L. Draper, 
vol. 1, (Independence, Missouri, 1980).] 8

6  Changing World, p. 405.
7  Ibid., p. 406.
8  http://en.fairmormon.org/Joseph_Smith_prophecies/Forged_Rocky_

Mountain_prophecy/Tanners_use_of_sources

FAIR concludes, “This use of sources is dishonest 
and misleading.”

II.  UN-FAIR?

FAIR maintains that the Tanner’s use of these 
sources are “dishonest” and “misleading.” Let’s take this 
point by point and see if that is the case. FAIR states,

None of these sources support the argument:

The BYU Studies article from 1971 is Dean Jessee’s 
account of the authorship of the History of the Church. It 
says nothing about adding a “Rocky Mountain Prophecy,” 
and the Tanners neglect to provide the perspective on 
authorship practices in 19th century history that Jessee 
provides. They thus hide the material that answers their 
objection. Readers can fortunately access these ideas 
on the wiki.9

Can we point out that FAIR doesn’t explain that the 
History of the Church still retains Joseph Smith’s name 
as author and it doesn’t explain how the history was 
compiled from other people’s diaries? And they must 
have missed the Tanners when they explained, “. . . we 
now know that the Mormon Historians actually compiled 
Joseph Smith’s History after his death and that they drew 
from many sources . . .” Do all the Mormon “Authorities” 
who quote this “prophecy” from the History bother to 
explain the background behind it, or that in using it this 
way they tout Smith’s prophetic powers as though he had 
actually penned those lines? But the real question that 
FAIR doesn’t address about the quote from Jessee is 
why the Tanners used it. Not only does FAIR not explain 
this, they don’t even offer a link or internet address to the 
book! They don’t even bother to quote what the Tanners 
said! Here is the Tanner’s explanation:

We are now happy to announce that a photograph 
of the portion of the original handwritten manuscript 
containing this ‘prophecy’ has been located at the Visitor 
Center in Nauvoo, Illinois. Wesley P. Walters of Marissa, 
Illinois, has sent us a photograph of this page. . . . This 
photograph is taken from “Joseph Smith’s Manuscript 
History,” Book D-1, page 1362.

An examination of the photograph revealed that the 
part concerning the Mormons becoming “a mighty people 
in the midst of the Rocky Mountains” was crammed 
in between the lines of the text in a much smaller 
handwriting. This indicated that the famous prophecy 
had been added to the manuscript sometime after this 
page had originally been written. When we published an 
enlarged edition of Mormonism—Shadow or Reality? 
we stated that “Dean C. Jessee’s study proves that 
this prophecy could not have been written in “Joseph 
Smith’s Manuscript History” until at least a year after 
Joseph Smith’s death. He shows that page 1362 of 
the Manuscript History—the page containing the 
prophecy—was not even written until July 4, 1845!

9  Ibid.
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We reasoned that if the page was not written until 

July 4, 1845, then it was likely that the interpolation 
containing the prophecy was not added until after the 
Mormons came to Utah. We have recently found new 
evidence which further undermines the authenticity of 
this prophecy. Fortunately, in 1845 Brigham Young had 
ordered the scribes to make a “duplicate handwritten 
copy of the History” (Brigham Young University Studies, 
Summer 1971, p. 469). We examined this second 
manuscript, Book D-2, p. 2, and found that the “Rocky 
Mountain Prophecy” was written in very small 
handwriting between the lines. In other words, it was 
obviously added at a later time to this manuscript.10 

So the reason that the Tanners quoted Jessee from 
his 1971 article, was to prove that the Manuscript History 
and the duplicate weren’t written until 1845, a year after 
Smith died, and that the prophecy was added even 
later than that. The Tanners then quote an address by 
assistant LDS historian Davis Bitton where he discusses 
the absence of a contemporary source for the prophecy.11  
They also included a photo (in their on-line version of the 
book) of the page in question from the Manuscript History 
[see photo on the following page of this newsletter]. 
This photo absolutely supports the argument and FAIR 
doesn’t deal with the Manuscript History addition.

FAIR is not playing fair because they are not telling 
you why the Tanners used the BYU Studies source. 
And they do not discuss Bitton’s acknowledgment that 
“no such prophecy in the handwriting of Joseph Smith 
or published during the Prophet’s lifetime” exists. How 
many Mormons are going to go to the trouble of reading 
what the Tanners wrote? Especially when FAIR doesn’t 
quote them. FAIR then goes to the Davis Bitton source 
and states,

Davis Bitton’s article specifically rejects the Tanners’ 
claim:

Two errors have been made regarding this Rocky 
Mountains prophecy. The first is to reject it out of hand 
as a later invention of the Utah Mormons. There 
is enough discussion of possible westward moves 
during the later Nauvoo period to think that Joseph 
Smith, in one of his prophetic moods, might well have 
said something of the sort. The second error, even 
more serious, is to seize upon these fragments as the 
basis for concluding that Joseph knew exactly what 
the future held in store for the Saints down to every 
last detail. Like the constitution-by-a-thread prophecy, 
the Rocky Mountains prophecy probably had a basis 
in an actual statement. The two prophecies are alike, 
too, in the fact that they were extremely popular later 
on when they served the needs of the Saints for 
encouragement.12

10  Changing World, pp. 405-406.
11  Changing World, p. 406, citing Davis Bitton, “Joseph Smith in the 

Mormon Folk Memory,” The John Whitmer address, delivered at the Second 
Annual Meeting of the John Whitmer Historical Association, Lamoni, Iowa, 
September 28, 1974, unpublished manuscript, p. 16.

12  FAIR article: http://en.fairmormon.org/Criticism_of_Mormonism/
Books/One_Nation_Under_Gods/Use_of_sources/Forged_Rocky_Mountain_
prophecy  Hereafter referred to as, Criticism—One Nation.

First, the Tanners did not “reject it out of hand as 
a later invention,” they show credible evidence that it 
was indeed added later. Second, a statement that one 
is thinking about moving west someday, or sending out 
exploration parties, is far different from prophesying that 
one will, with specific details about what happens before 
and after. Thirdly, (and most important) it is the Mormons 
that are “seizing upon these fragments as the basis for 
concluding that Joseph knew exactly what the future 
held in store for the Saints down to  every last detail,” 
and that is why this is not a “peripheral issue.” Here is 
a little more of the Tanner’s use of Davis Bitton’s article 
that FAIR doesn’t quote,

“The situation, then, boils down to the following: we 
have two handwritten manuscripts, books D-1 and 
D-2. Neither of these books were even started until 
after Joseph Smith’s death. In both cases the prophecy 
concerning the Mormons coming to the Rocky Mountains 
was interpolated in a smaller handwriting. From this 
evidence we can reach only one conclusion: the famous 
“Rocky Mountain Prophecy” is not authentic. The church 
historical department has Joseph Smith’s diary for 1842-
43, but the first entry does not appear until December 
21—some four months after the prophecy was supposed 
to have been given. Mormon scholars have been unable 
to come up with anything to support the authenticity of 
this prophecy.

The Tanner’s argument continues,

Davis Bitton, an assistant church historian, has 
written almost five pages concerning this matter. He 
frankly states that “there is no such prophecy in the 
handwriting of Joseph Smith or published during the 
Prophet’s lifetime, but it was referred to in general 
terms in 1846 during the trek west.  After the arrival in 
the Salt Lake Valley the prophecy was frequently cited 
and became more specific as time went on” (“Joseph 
Smith in the Mormon Folk Memory,” The John Whitmer 
Address, delivered at the Second Annual Meeting of 
the John Whitmer Historical Association, Lamoni, Iowa, 
September 28, 1974, unpublished manuscript, p. 16).

Davis Bitton goes on to state that “The manuscript 
history covering this period was written in 1845....” This 
is, of course, a year after Joseph Smith’s death. Mr. 
Bitton then admits that the prophecy is an “insertion” 
which was added into the manuscript as “an afterthought”  
(p. 18). Although Davis Bitton cannot find any real 
evidence that Joseph Smith made the famous “Rocky 
Mountain Prophecy,” he does feel that there was “a 
time when something like this might have been said by 
Joseph Smith with considerable plausibility. Anytime 
during the last four years of his life,... the Prophet had 
good reason to consider possibilities for relocation. It 
can be demonstrated that he considered the possibility 
of settling in Oregon (or on Vancouver Island). He was 
attempting to negotiate some kind of colonization venture 
in Texas ...” (p. 17).
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Mr. Bitton admits that other changes were made in 
Joseph Smith’s documents to support the idea that he 
knew the Mormons would come to the Rocky Mountains:

And in February 1844 the Prophet was organizing 
an exploring expedition to go to the West. There are 
some interesting changes in the way the description 
of this expedition was written by Willard Richards, 
secretary of Joseph Smith at the time, and the later 
revisions. The original, handwritten version reads: 
“Met with the Twelve in the assembly room concerning 
the Oregon Expedition.” This has been modified to 
read “the Oregon and California Exploring Expedition.” 
Continuing, the Richards manuscript reads, “I told 
them I wanted an exposition of all that country, “—
which has been changed to “exploration of all that 
mountain country.” There are other such changes 
that make one suspect that the later compilers of the 
history, notably George A. Smith and his assistants 
in the 1850s, were determined to have Joseph Smith 
contemplating the precise location where the Saints 
had by then settled. Oregon would not do; Oregon 
and California as then defined at least included the 
Rocky Mountains. If the Prophet could be made to say 
“mountain country” instead of just “country,” it would 
appear that he clearly had in mind the future history 
of his followers (pp. 17-18).13

If we go by what FAIR states, we have Bitton refuting 
himself! They have to perpetuate an outright lie to make 
their point (that Bitton’s article specifically rejects the 
Tanner’s argument). Bitton’s article in no way rejects the 
Tanner’s claim that the specific prophecy, recorded in 
the History of the Church was an insertion after the fact. 
It was, and Bitton agrees that it was, stating that “there 
is no such prophecy in the handwriting of Joseph Smith 
or published during the Prophet’s lifetime.” The Tanners 
also reveal Bitton’s speculation that the prophecy might 
be based on something Smith might have said. But the 
bottom line is Smith didn’t say those specific words, and 
there is no proof that he did. Is FAIR’s claim that the 
Tanner’s use of Bitton is “dishonest”? We see that it is 
not, and that the Tanners are more than fair, admitting 
that Smith “considered going west to build his kingdom.”

III. FAIR'S EVIDENCE IS NO EVIDENCE

FAIR also attacks the Tanners and Richard Abanes 
for the use of the History of the Church source. FAIR 
quotes a footnote by B. H. Roberts, where he supports 
the authenticity of the “prophecy” with a quote by Anson 
Call. But is the Anson Call reference used by Roberts 
and FAIR credible?

As “evidence” FAIR writes,

The prophecy source is the biography of Anson Call, 
in August 1842. The relevant section reads as follows:

“A block schoolhouse had been prepared with 
shade in front, under which was a barrel of ice water. 
Judge Adams, the highest Masonic authority in the 
State of Illinois, had been sent there to organize this 

13  Changing World, pp. 405-406.

lodge. He, Hyrum Smith and J. C. Bennett, being 
high Masons, went into the house to perform some 
ceremonies which the others were not entitled to 
witness. These, including Joseph Smith, remained 
under the bowery. Joseph as he was tasting the cold 
water, warned the brethren not to be too free with it. 
With the tumbler still in his hand, he prophesied that 
the Saints would yet go to the Rocky Mountains, 
and said he, ‘This water tastes much like that of the 
crystal streams that are running from the snow-capped 
mountains. I had before seen him in a vision, and now 
saw, while he was talking, his countenance change to 
white, not the deadly white of a bloodless face, but a 
living, brilliant white. He seemed absorbed in gazing 
upon something at a great distance and said, “I am 
gazing upon the valleys of those mountains.”

. . . This was followed by a vivid description of the 
scenery of these mountains, as I have since become 
acquainted with it. Pointing to Shadrach Roundy 
and others, he said: “There are some men here who 
shall do a great work in that land.” Pointing to me, he 
said, “There is Anson, he shall go and shall assist 
in building up cities from one end of the country to 
the other, and you, rather extending the idea to all 
those he had spoken of, shall perform as great a work 
as has been done by man, so that the nations of 
the earth shall be astonished, and many of them will 
be gathered in that land and assist in building cities 
and temples, and Israel shall be made to rejoice.”. . . 
(Tullidge’s Histories, Vol I. History of Northern Utah, 
and Southern Idaho.—Biographical Supplement,  
p. 271)

Thus, the accusation must be not only that the 
Church decided to “forge” a prophecy by Joseph, but 
that Anson Call did as well. Can we assess how likely 
these claims are?14

We certainly can assess them, because FAIR is not 
being fair here either. The first thing they want you to 
believe is that the Anson Call source is from “August 
1842.” There are all kinds of problems with this, which  
B. H. Roberts mentions in that History of the Church 
footnote that FAIR quotes. Here are some of the problems 
that Roberts encountered,

It is thought important that the following statement 
from a biography of Anson Call, by Edward Tullidge, 
should be made part of the history of this prophetic 
incident, as doubtless the testimony of Brother Call 
relates to the same incident as that described in the 
Prophet’s text of the History, notwithstanding some 
confusion of dates that exists in the Call testimony. 
It will be seen that the Prophet fixes the date of his 
prophecy on Saturday, the 6th of August, 1842. In 
Whitney’s History of Utah, Vol. IV.—(Biographical section 
of the history, p. 143), the date on which Call heard the 
prophecy, is given as the 8th of August, 1842. While 
in Tullidge’s biography of Call the date is given as the 
14th of July, 1843, evidently an error. There is no entry 
in the Prophet’s journal for the 8th of August, 1842, and 
the entries for the 8th of August, 1843, and the 14th of 

14  FAIR, Criticism—One Nation.
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July, 1843, relate to matters of quite a different character. 
Tullidge, in relating Anson Call’s recollection of the 
incident also says that J. C. Bennett was present on the 
occasion, which must also be an error, as the rupture 
between Bennett and the Church and its authorities 
occurred and he had left Nauvoo previous to the 6th 
of August, 1842. In the Call statement as published by 
Tullidge, the name of Mr. Adams, the Deputy Grand 
Master Mason in charge of the ceremonies, is given as 
George, it should be James.15

Tullidge’s biography of Call was written in 1889. 
So when did Call actually first write down the prophecy 
he claimed that Smith made? Certainly not when it is 
claimed to have happened (August 1842), since he is 
wrong about so many details. Notice that even in his 
notes, Roberts tries to make it seem as if Smith wrote 
the prophecy and put it in his history himself.

It seems that Anson Call kept a journal, but the 
prophecy is not found there. He wrote an autobiography 
taken from his journals that ended at the year 1839. He 
later wrote what he called a “Life Sketch” which included 
his recollection of Smith’s prophecy. However, his 
account is obviously written well after the fact, because 
of the problems with the historical data that B. H. Roberts 
notes in his History of the Church footnote. Also, his 
journal ends when Smith escaped from Liberty Jail in 
1839! The “prophecy” was obviously written later, and 
appears to be unfinished in the copy that Alice Burton 
had in her possession because it breaks off mid sentence 
near the end. 16

FAIR’s sarcastic comment that Call “forged” his 
“prophecy,” is the most realistic conclusion, because 
the historical details don’t line up with the facts.

Since FAIR has no evidence that there was a specific 
Rocky Mountain prophecy uttered by Smith that was 
recorded in his lifetime, they choose to befuddle the issue 
with a series of quotes that they claim bolster the premise 
that there was probably a prophecy. Most of these are 
remembrances of Mormon authorities long after the fact 
—which prove nothing at all.

One interesting quote they use is from Wilford 
Woodruff’s Journal.17 On November 24, 1878, Woodruff 
wrote on the ”Inside Front Cover Fly Sheet” of one of his 
Journals some “true sayings” of the “Prophet Joseph” that 
he says he copied from Philo Dibble’s “record.”  These 
“true sayings” are supposedly Dibble’s recollection of 
Smith’s last address before the Nauvoo Legion.18 It is 
obvious from a quick reading that these are not journal 
entries from the period, or even written on those dates 
or shortly after the events because, like Call’s account, 
they are so full of inaccuracies.         

15  History of the Church, footnote, vol. 5, pp. 85-86.
16  See “Anson Call-Excerpts from his Autobiography,” http://user.

xmission.com/~plporter/lds/ansoncall.htm
17  Criticism—One Nation.
18  This material is only included in the Appendix to Wilford Woodruff’s 

Journal as published on the New Mormon Studies CD-ROM, Signature Books, 
2009.  It was not included in the 1985 printing of the Wilford Woodruff’s 
Journal published by Signature Books.

Dibble first gives the date of the 22 of June, 1844, 
and says that Smith “called us [The Nauvoo Legion] 
out in order and to my astonishment Counselled us to 
give up our arms” and then prophesied to them that they 
would “gather many people into the fastness of the Rocky 
Mountains as a centre for the Gathering of the people.” 
He then thanked them, dismissed them and told them to 
“take care of your wives, children and homes.” But the 
speech was actually given on June 18, and the Legion 
did not give up their arms until June 24.

Dibble then writes that “on the 23d day of June 
1844” Smith, dressed in his General’s uniform, gave his 
last speech to the Nauvoo Legion. If he had dismissed 
them the day before, (as Dibble attests) and said his 
obvious farewell (“take care of your wives, children and 
homes”) why would he give them a “last speech” the next 
day? Also, Dibble’s date of June 23, 1844, for the “last 
speech” of Smith before the Nauvoo Legion is incorrect. 
Dibble uses parts of Smith’s speech as recorded by those 
who were there and later published in the History of the 
Church, and then has Smith saying,

. . . for you will yet be called upon to go forth and 
Call upon the freeman from Main to gather themselves 
to gather to the Rocky Mountains and the red man from 
the west, and all people from the North and from the 
South, and from the East to go to the west to establish 
themselves in there strong holds in their gathering places, 
and there you will gather the red Man to their center from 
their scattered and dispersed situation to become the 
strong arm of Jehovah who will be a strong Bulwark of 
Protection from your foes . . .19

With the confusion as to dates it is obviously Dibble’s 
later recollections.

After quoting numerous people’s recollections of 
Smith mentioning a move to the Rocky Mountains, FAIR 
concludes with,

To accept a “forgery” theory, we must accept that 
all of the people listed above who remembered Joseph 
speaking about the Rocky Mountains were lying or 
fabricating their experience. . . . It could be, of course, 
that Anson Call forged his account, and all the Church 
leaders and members lied about remembering Joseph 
speak about the matter. But why then appeal to “many 
of you” remembering Joseph speaking about it? Why 
not claim it was a private, secret teaching given to the 
apostles—for, they certainly also reported these. If the 
claim was fraudulent, why risk exposure?

Or, the story could have started after the Saints 
reached the valley, and simply grown in the telling with 
members “remembering” the story as it was retold to 
them. But, the contemporary evidence would seem 
to argue against this, and witnesses often mentioned 
how struck they were by Joseph’s remarks. They also 
described him discussing this idea in a variety of setting, 
which argues against an accumulated “folklore.”20

19 Ibid.
20  FAIR, Criticism—One Nation.
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FAIR thinks it “strange to see critics argue that 
Joseph would not prophesy about this,” because they 
claim that critics say he “was always larding his ideas 
with prophetic pronouncement,” and I agree. He did. I 
will also show that the accumulated “folklore” argument 
fits the evidence perfectly. 

Again we see FAIR combining two different issues 
and tying them together; implying if the prophecy itself 
was fraudulent that Smith’s discussing the matter must 
also be based on something “fraudulent.” The Tanners 
do not say that Smith never spoke about it, they admit 
that he did. The Tanner’s “evidence” for the invention of 
the specific prophecy is legitimate though, while FAIR’s 
evidence doesn’t appear to be any evidence at all.

Also, Call’s appeal to “many of you” was made 
because Smith did in fact make vague statements 
about the west. This obviously grew into a full blown 
“folklore” prophecy as did the story about Brigham Young 
transforming into Joseph Smith while he was making the 
case for claiming leadership of the Church.

I do agree with one point that FAIR makes: that Smith 
“discussed moving to the west several times, and likely 
prophesied about it.” Given the Mormons’ history of being 
driven out of every place they settled in, it sure wouldn’t 
be bad odds to do so and get that right. But it wasn’t 
this particular “prophecy” given in those words on that 
date; the details are completely different, and he made 
other “prophecies” about the west and Nauvoo that were 
completely false. This makes Smith a good guesser, but 
a bad prophet.

IV. THE REAL ISSUE

What is the real issue that the Tanners and Richard 
Abanes and others are getting at here? It is this: there 
were changes made in Joseph Smith’s History after 
the fact and written in as his actual words, without any 
contemporary documents to authenticate them. As B. H. 
Roberts writes in New Witnesses for God,

At that date, August 6th, 1842, the Rocky 
Mountains seemed like a country afar off to the people 
of Illinois. The Missouri River was the extreme frontiers 
of the United States. All beyond that was well nigh an 
unexplored wilderness filled with savages. The church 
was fairly settled at Nauvoo, the state authorities were 
apparently very friendly, the future of the Saints in Illinois 
seemed propitious. Yet in the midst of all these favorable 
circumstances the Prophet predicted much affliction for 
some of the Saints, death from persecution for others, 
apostasy for many, and for the great body of the church 
an exodus to the Rocky Mountains, where some of 
those present who were listening to the prediction, should 
live to assist in making settlements and building cities in 
the Rocky Mountains where they would see the Saints 
become a mighty people.

There can be no question as to the reality of these 
two predictions, the one of March, 1831, and the other of 
August, 1842, or of their being of a character to test the 

divine inspiration of him who uttered them. That they 
were proclaimed some years before the events predicted 
in them began to be fulfilled, or even there was any 
thought or prospect of such events taking place, is well 
known; that the latter prophecy has been fulfilled to 
the uttermost, the whole history of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints from August, 1842, until now 
witnesses. The Saints suffered many afflictions in Illinois. 
Their homes, fields, stacks of grain, stock and other 
property were destroyed; their prophets and a number 
of others were killed outright by mob violence; many more 
perished from exposure and disease occasioned by being 
driven from their homes at an inclement season of the 
year. In those trying times, following the martyrdom of the 
Prophet and the expulsion from Nauvoo, many turned 
away from the faith, and it is too generally known to need 
comment, that the great body of the church made its 
way to the Rocky Mountains, where cities, towns and 
villages have been founded, the wilderness subdued, and 
the Saints are fast becoming a mighty people.”21

Even knowing the problems with Call’s recollection 
of Smith’s “prophecy,” Roberts still insists that “the latter 
prophecy has been fulfilled to the uttermost,” and touts 
it as a test of “the divine inspiration of him who uttered 
them.” In 1891 Assistant Church Historian Andrew 
Jenson repeats the “prophecy” to a group of students,

“I need spend no time to prove the fulfilment of this 
remarkable prophecy. All of you who are present in 
this hall tonight can testify to its literal fulfilment. The 
Latter-day Saints have indeed become a mighty people 
in these mountains, numbering as they do now about two 
hundred thousand souls, organized into thirty-two stakes 
of Zion, or nearly five hundred wards and branches; and 
this does not include the Saints in Mexico and Canada. 
It is also a matter of history that the Saints, for years 
after the prediction was uttered, continued to suffer 
persecution and affliction from their enemies; that many 
apostatized, while others, who proved faithful and true to 
their covenants, were put to death for conscience’ sake, 
and the remainder were driven by a ruthless mob from 
the beautiful city of Nauvoo into the western wilderness 
in the year 1846.”22

Apostle Erastus Snow would add to the folklore in 1916:

“Joseph Smith, when he uttered this prophecy, 
when he beheld this vision, was standing upon the banks 
of the Mississippi River, fifteen hundred miles from where 
we now are. Yet he saw the Rocky Mountains, and 
the crystal streams flowing from yonder canyons, and I 
doubt not that if he had led his people to this land, as he 
once purposed doing, he would have recognized it as a 
familiar scene, having beheld it in vision, by the seeric gift, 
before he saw it with the natural eye. But the Prophet was 
not destined to fulfill his own prediction; his martyrdom 
prevented; and the Lord raised up another mighty man to 

21  B. H. Roberts, New Witnesses for God, Deseret News, 1911, vol. 1, 
ch. 22, pp. 302-303.

22  A Lecture Delivered by Elder Andrew Jenson before the Students’ 
Society, in the Social Hall, Salt Lake City, Friday Evening, January 16, 1891.  
Brian Stuy, Collected Discourses, vol. 2, p. 161.
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carry out the project, to become the founder of Utah, and 
the redeemer of the Great American Desert.”23

On the Church’s official site, under “Teachings of the 
Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith” they are still 
peddling the folklore,

“The Prophet was well aware that he and all of the 
Saints living in Nauvoo were in an increasingly dangerous 
situation. As Nauvoo grew larger, some of the people who 
lived in the area began to fear the growing political and 
economic power of the Saints, and mobs began again 
to harass them. The Prophet was in particular danger, 
for authorities from Missouri made repeated efforts to 
capture him, and apostates from the Church became 
increasingly hostile in their efforts to destroy him. On 
August 6, 1842, the Prophet declared that the time would 
come when Church members would be forced to leave 
Nauvoo:

“I prophesied that the Saints would continue 
to suffer much affliction and would be driven to the 
Rocky Mountains, many would apostatize, others 
would be put to death by our persecutors or lose 
their lives in consequence of exposure or disease, 
and some of you will live to go and assist in making 
settlements and build cities and see the Saints 
become a mighty people in the midst of the Rocky 
Mountains.”24

The footnote they give for the quote references the 
same interpolated manuscript that the Tanners expose 
as having been added after the fact:

“History of the Church, 5:85; from “History of the 
Church” (manuscript), book D-1, p. 1362, Church 
Archives, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah.”25 

In July of 1997, LDS Apostle M. Russell Ballard once 
again references the same spurious prophecy in a New 
Era article,

“The pioneer exodus from Nauvoo, Illinois, began 
on February 4, 1846. Nearly four years earlier, in 
August of 1842, the Prophet Joseph Smith shared 
his foreknowledge of the trek west: ‘I prophesied 
that the Saints would continue to suffer much affliction 
and would be driven to the Rocky Mountains, many 
would apostatize, others would be put to death by our 
persecutors or lose their lives in consequence of exposure 
or disease, and some [would live to] build cities and see 
the Saints become a mighty people in the midst of the 
Rocky Mountains’. . .”26

The impression the Church today gives is not that 
this “prophecy” is a conglomeration of various and sundry 
statements by Smith, or even an amalgamation of them 

23  LDS Conference Report, April 1916, p. 66.
24  Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith, LDS 

Church,  2007, p. 517.
25  Ibid., p. 526.
26  “Faith in Every Footstep,” by M. Russell Ballard, New Era, July 1997.

crafted into a coherent “prophecy,” but a valid, specific 
statement uttered by Smith on a particular day and 
inserted by Smith himself into his own history. What the 
evidence shows is that this is not only an interpolation, 
but it is an insertion of something that there is no 
evidence that Smith ever said in those precise words, 
on that particular day. The Tanners are absolutely correct 
in their use of sources to prove this, and their conclusion 
that this “prophecy” is “not authentic.”

CONCLUSION

FAIR boasts on their site: 

“FAIR has been defending The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints online since 1997. Our mission 
is to provide well-researched answers to challenging 
questions within a faithful context.”  

However, as we have seen, their methods are 
shoddy and deceptive. If one were to systematically go 
through each of their reviews, one can come to the same 
conclusion for the majority of their efforts. Their vilification 
of the Tanners as “dishonest” is especially disturbing, for 
as we see by the evidence from this one instance, the 
Tanners are vindicated by the facts, and it is FAIR who 
is shown to be dishonest and misleading. 

Oct. 2011: I have been googling and watching you on U tube 
and taking pages and pages of notes. You should know that 
you among other brave souls have been instrumental in my 
transition out of mormonism. A convert of 2 yrs, I ALWAYS had 
reservations but shelved them. . . . Talk about buyer’s remorse! 
. . . Know that you helped me keep my sanity and also  my faith 
in GOD after the devastation and mostly disappointment at 
having been taken down the wrong road. Still I feel these past 
2 years were not wasted and feel a new found sense of purpose 
in being able to share THE GOOD NEWS.

Oct. 2011: I was a mormon for 42 years, served a mission, 
married in the temple, and was active and held multiple callings, 
it wasn’t until 6 or 7 years ago when I started questioning 
things in the history that got me investigating the facts. 

Your books I would find in the Library’s in southeast 
Idaho and Northern Utah and i would read and re-read them 
check the references to see if they had any validity and sure 
enough you guys were not lying. To make a long story short 
I left the church in 2008 and found the Lord in 2009 and am 
now a Christian!

Oct. 2011: I was raised  a Mormon and left the LDS church 
many years ago . . . I have not taken my name off of the LDS 
church membership but with the help of your web site I will 
attempt to do so soon.

v v v v v v v 

Excerpts From Letters and Emails
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Oct. 2011: My nephew (19) has just been baptized into the 
Mormon church. I came across your interview with John 
Ankerberg on You Tube. Wow! You are amazing! . . . Again, 
thank you for your courage, thoroughness, and kindness in 
your approach. :) 

Oct. 2011: I support the cause for truth you are in.  For a church 
that purports the truth and expects honesty from it’s members, 
you would think you could expect honesty and the truth from 
it.  Not so easy!!  I have been a member for almost 50 yrs.  It 
is only in the last few yrs. that I have found out much of the 
real history. 

Nov. 2011: Several years ago, as an active Bishop, your 
website was one of the key sources of truth, which led us to 
research more deeply our own beliefs. . . . Thank you so much 
for your faithful witness.

Nov. 2011: I just wanted to thank dear Mrs. Sandra Tanner 
again for visiting with me and my husband this weekend. . . . My 
husband and I have had such a long journey out of Mormonism.  
We were both oldest children of old Mormon families.  Sandra 
has helped us to discard the heresies of Mormonism.  

Dec. 2011: It is interesting that you people condemn the LDS 
Church and call them a false cult. . . . I am going to vacate 
the evangelical sphere of Christianity and become LDS. . . . 
I have forgiven all those . . . who have caused me hurt and 
prayer that they too will receive a testimony of the validity of 
the [LDS] gospel.      

Dec. 2011: Thank you for helping me come out of Mormonism 
at age 55 in 2005.  I am so much happier and now I have the 
grace that Joseph Smith took out of the supposedly “restored” 
gospel.

Dec. 2011: We discovered you when our daughter started 
dating a Mormon . . . [They] have broken up their relationship 
because she would not convert. She actually made it through 
missionary lesson 3 and stopped.  [She] said that Bible verses 
kept coming to her mind and felt they were from God.

Dec. 2011: I admire you intensely and respect the work you’ve 
done. I left the church 3 weeks ago and am joyful beyond 
words. It took way too long to admit what I had known all 
along, but now that I have that courage my life is better in 
every way.

Dec. 2011: I have spent six years investigating the LDS Church 
comparing their material with yours and other ministries and 
have found that many of the facts presented by evangelicals 
are filled with erroneous lies and mis-quotes concerning LDS 
doctrines and what their apostles really meant.

Jan. 2012: Listened to your interview w/Doris Hanson 
[“Polygamy: What Love is This?” TV show] last night and 
really enjoyed it, especially your calm, cool and collected 
answers to the callers. You’re awesome! I want to meet you 
in person my next trek to SLC as I’ve “righteously” avoided 
you my whole life as a lifelong [LDS] church member! lol

Jan. 2012: Sandra, someone posted on Craig’s list that he 
wanted to talk to a believing inactive mormon as himself. I 
wrote and told him that i was an ex mormon and he started 
preaching to me. I told him to check out UTLM.ORG. He said 
that he did not believe anything those Tanners said. I gave up 
on him; but about 6 months later he wrote to me and said that 
he got curious about UTLM and started reading. Now he has 
left the mormon church for Biblical christianity. All praise be 
to God who works through us for his divine purposes.

Jan. 2012: Thank you for this website I’m a Christian . . . . I 
have a friend who is a Mormon, after listening to some things 
she talked about and doing my own research to include finding 
some youtubes by Sandra Tanner, I was blown away. . . . this 
process has me looking deeper into my faith and reconnecting 
with Jesus Christ my Lord Savior.  I am praying and reading 
my Bible with such thirst I pray it will never end. Thanks 
again for all your research I pray that my friend will find the 
love of Jesus Christ. 

Jan. 2012: Awesome website information thanks. I’ve been 
meeting with Mormon Missionaries over the last 4 weeks (3 
times a week) and I’m due to get baptized soon in the Mormon 
Church. I have had serious doubts about the teaching from 
the Missionaries as I have felt like something isn’t right. So 
I’ve been googling ‘ex mormon’ websites and came across 
yours. The articles are really helpful thanks. I was raised in 
a Christian home and the [LDS] Missionaries said that the 
Book of Mormon and their faith does not contradict the bible.  
However, through reading your material, I have found that 
there are huge contradictions. I would never have known 
about all this strange teaching, if there wasn’t great website 
information like yours available. I feel like the Mormons 
deceived me and were dishonest in their dealings with me 
by failing to disclose the contradictions of their faith with 
the Bible. But I am grateful that I have learned now before I 
encountered huge disappointment and hurt. Thanks.

Jan. 2012: Hi, I’m a convert to the LDS church and I know 
there are many things written and said about Mormons that are 
taken out of context, distorted, and just plain untrue. I read all 
this stuff over 30 years ago when I was first investigating the 
Church! . . . Well I read all this anti-Mormon stuff, that I found 
in Christian bookstores, of all places! I just knew it wasn’t 
right. I finally found some correct information on the Church, 
studied, pondered and prayed for a year, went to church to see 
what it was like, then asked the missionaries over and I asked 
them more questions. I knew I couldn’t be a member of any 
other church. It has the fulness of the gospel and will bring 
you closer to Jesus Christ and the Bible than any other church! 

Jan. 2012: I had a friend who was a Mormon for many years, 
who visited you at your bookstore while she was searching for 
the truth. She was impressed with your kindness, if not at the 
time with the truth that you stood for. I was witnessing with 
another Christian friend, to her, for the last 11 or so years. She 
got saved recently, and is now attending a Christian church 
. . . . Thank you for your part in being a Christian witness to 
her during her search for the truth.



salt lake city messengerIssue 118 23

Jan. 2012: [LDS man] It is always interesting to read the 
material that you and your minions dig up on these topics to 
try to discredit the LDS church and I admire your zeal and 
commitment to your faith. . . . As LDS, we love Christ as 
much as you do and we walk in His ways and have his image 
engraven upon our countenances. . . . On the matter of slavery 
and bond people, that is a matter well documented right in the 
Holy Bible and supported by it. . . . The LDS church is not the 
church of the devil so save your breath. 

Jan. 2012: I was a mormon for 27 years, sealed in the church. 
. . . I am now divorced. I asked my husband what if I didn’t 
go to church anymore, he said we would have to part ways.  
. . . My sister told me about you and I watch you on YouTube. 
I understood everything you where talking about, I tell people 
how I felt about living that life and they don’t get it. Thank 
you for caring and making me feel okay and that I’m not crazy.  

Jan 2012: Thanks so much for your years of work exposing 
Mormonism. You played a big part in my exit 9 years ago. All 
the best to you!!

Jan. 2012: Oh come on—no matter what I say, you will 
disagree with it and you know it. You twist and distort things 
and try to make Mormons look all wrong, etc. And it’s because 
you aren’t in the church and you don’t have a testimony. 
. . . I’ve been on enough anti-Mormon and ex-Mormon videos 
and message boards to know how this works. Just remember, 
you don’t have a testimony so you are purposely twisting and 
distorting things. It doesn’t not mean the church isn’t true!

Feb. 2012: I just read your article on [Joseph Smith’s] White 
Horse Prophecy. Your slant on the story is that it would be a 
bad thing for an LDS leader to save our US Constitution. I 
don’t know what you think today (2012), but it seems pretty 
clear to me that most, if not all of the statements that you cite 
from previous LDS leaders are coming true.

Feb. 2012: Praises to the Lord for [the John Ankerberg TV]
shows with Brigham Young’s granddaughter & former BYU 
professors!  I’ve prayed for 12 years that the Lord would work 
on my son’s heart & he’d see the conflicts between the Bible 
and the Morman church. As a result of watching your shows 
my son has left the Morman church after being conflicted about 
their teachings for over 2 years.

Feb. 2012: I tried to be a Mormon for about 9 months when 
I was much younger. It just didn’t work out (for obvious 
reasons!) and I contacted you folks for info on getting my 
name out of their rolls. I was able to achieve my goal with 
y’alls help, thank you so much!

March 2012: I absolutely love your newsletters. They are 
wonderfully reaffirming to an exmo like me. There are no 
words to describe my gratitude to you for your efforts at 
exposing the truth about the whole mormon mess.

v v v v v v v
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Mormonism—Shadow or Reality?  by Jerald 
and Sandra Tanner. 1987 edition, newly formatted in 
2008. Our most comprehensive and revealing work on 
Mormonism. Deals with: important discoveries relating to 
Mormon history, changes in Joseph Smith’s revelations, 
Joseph Smith’s 1825 arrest for ‘glass looking,’ proof that 
the Book of Mormon is a product of the 19th century, 
changes in the Book of Mormon, archaeology and the 
Book of Mormon, changes in Joseph Smith’s History, 
the First Vision, the Godhead, the Adam-God doctrine, 
the Priesthood, the missionary system, false prophecy, 
Joseph Smith’s doctrine of polygamy, polygamy after 
the Manifesto, changing the anti-black doctrine, the 
rediscovery of the Joseph Smith Papyri and the fall of 
the Book of Abraham, Mormon scriptures and the Bible, 
changes in the Pearl of Great Price, Blood Atonement 
among the early Mormons, the Word of Wisdom, Council 
of 50, the Danites, the temple ceremony, changes in the 
temple ceremony and garments, the Mountain Meadows 
Massacre, Mormonism and money, plus hundreds of 
other important subjects. 

Price: $24.00

Utah Lighthouse Ministry 
Booklist

Bookstore Location:
1358 South West Temple
Salt Lake City, UT  84115

Office:  (801) 485-8894      Order Line:  (801) 485-0312
E-mail:  info@utlm.org

Virtual Bookstore
Order Online

Website - http://www.utlm.org

at our

Alphabetical Listings of Utah Lighthouse 
Publications

Curse of Cain? Racism in the Mormon Church by Jerald 
and Sandra Tanner. Historical overview of the development of 
the LDS doctrine of race and their priesthood ban on blacks; the 
1978 revelation and its aftermath.  Price: $6.00

Major Problems of Mormonism, by J. & S. Tanner. Thirty years 
of research on Mormonism distilled into a 256-page book. Covers 
the most important areas.  Price:  $8.00

Evolution of the Mormon Temple Ceremony, 1842-1990, 
(Updated in 2005) by J. & S. Tanner. Contains the actual text 
of the 1990 revision of the highly secret endowment ritual and 
other accounts of the ceremony dating back to 1846. Shows that 
Joseph Smith borrowed from Masonry in creating the ritual and 
that it has evolved over the years.  Price:  $6.00

Mormonism, Magic and Masonry, by J. & S. Tanner. A study 
of the influence of magic and Masonry on Joseph Smith and his 
family. Price:  $4.00

Joseph Smith’s Plagiarism of the Bible in the Book of 
Mormon, 2010 Edition, by J. & S. Tanner. Revised and 
expanded. Includes Covering Up the Black Hole in the Book of 
Mormon. Contains extensive parallels between the King James 
Version of the Bible and the Book of Mormon. Information on 
chiasmus, the Spalding theory and other sources of plagiarism. 
Highly recommended.  
Price:  $14.00

3,913 Changes in the Book of Mormon. A photo reprint of the 
original 1830 Book of Mormon with all the changes marked. Contains 
a 16 page introduction by J. and S. Tanner which proves that the 
changes are not in harmony with the original text.  Price:  $16.00

Adam is God? by Chris A. Vlachos. A very well researched pamphlet 
on the Adam-God doctrine.  Price:  $2.00

Answering Dr. Clandestine: A Response to the Anonymous 
LDS Historian, by J. & S. Tanner.  Enlarged Edition. This is an 
answer to the booklet, Jerald and Sandra Tanner’s Distorted View of 
Mormonism. Price:  $3.00

Answering Mormon Scholars, Vol. 1, by J. & S. Tanner. A response 
to attacks by FARMS-BYU scholars regarding Covering Up the Black 
Hole in the Book of Mormon. Evidence that the Book of Mormon is not 
an ancient document.  Price:  $6.00

Answering Mormon Scholars, Vol. 2, by J. & S. Tanner. A continued 
response to attacks by FARMS-BYU scholars. Important parallels 
between the Book of Mormon and an 1825 history book. Discusses 
problems in Book of Mormon archaeology and geography.  
Price:  $6.00

Archaeology and the Book of Mormon, 1969, by J. and S. Tanner. 
A 92 page book dealing with such subjects as: the Book of Mormon in 
light of archaeological findings in the New World, Nephite coins, the 
Anthon transcript, Mayan glyphs, the Paraiba text, Kinderhook plates, 
Newark stone, Lehi Tree-of-Life stone, Book of Mormon geography 
and more.  Price:  $4.00

The Book of Abraham Papyrus Found: An Answer to Dr. Hugh 
Nibley’s Book, ‘The Message of the Joseph Smith Papyri...’ by  
H. Michael Marquardt.  Price:  $3.00

The Book of Abraham Revisited, by H. Michael Marquardt.
Price:  $2.00

Brigham Young, by M. R. Werner. Photo-reprint of a 1925 biography   
of Brigham Young.  Price:  $14.00

Brigham’s Destroying Angel.  Photo-reprint of the 1904 edition. This 
is the confessions of Bill Hickman, who claimed that he committed 
murder by the orders of Brigham Young and Apostle Orson Hyde.  
Price:  $5.00

NEW

FORMAT!
Best Seller

Other Important Titles



Can the Browns Save Joseph Smith? by J. & S. Tanner. A rebuttal 
to They Lie in Wait to Deceive, Vol. 1.   Price:  $3.00

Capt. William Morgan’s Exposition of Freemasonry— Illustrations 
of Masonry by one of the Fraternity who has devoted Thirty Years to 
the Subject by William Morgan.  Photo reprint of the 1827 edition.  
Price:  $5.00

Case Against Mormonism (The) Vol. 1, 1968, by J. & S. Tanner. 
Deals with Joseph’s First Vision, changes in Mormon revelations and 
documents, the Law of Adoption, the Mormon Battalion and more. 
Price:  $6.00

Case Against Mormonism (The) Vol. 2, 1968, by J. & S. Tanner. 
Deals with the Book of Mormon witnesses, the gold plates, parallels 
between the Book of Mormon and other documents, the influence of 
the Bible and the Apocrypha upon the Book of Mormon, and proof that 
the Book of Abraham is a spurious work.  Price:  $6.00

Case Against Mormonism (The) Vol. 3, 1971, by J. & S. Tanner. 
Deals with the meaning and changes in the facsimiles in the Book 
of Abraham, books Joseph Smith may have had in writing the Book 
of Mormon and the Book of Abraham, the plurality of gods doctrine, 
the Adam-God doctrine, the Virgin Birth, false prophecies of Joseph 
Smith and Brigham Young, the Word of Wisdom, the Priesthood, etc. 
Price:  $6.00

Changes in Joseph Smith’s History, by J. & S. Tanner. A study of 
the changes that have been made in the six-volume History of the 
Church since its first printing.  Price:  $5.00

Changes in the Key to Theology, by J. & S. Tanner. Photo-reprint of 
the 1855 edition, with changes marked between the first edition and 
the 1965 edition. Changes were made in teachings on polygamy and 
the Holy Spirit. Price:  $5.00

Clayton’s Secret Writings Uncovered. Extracts from the diaries of 
Joseph Smith’s secretary, William Clayton.  Price:  $4.00

Confessions of John D. Lee. Photo-reprint of the 1877 edition, 
printed under the title, Mormonism Unveiled. Contains important 
information on the Mountain Meadows Massacre.  Price:  $8.00

Critical Look (A) - A Study of the Overstreet “Confession” and 
the Cowdery “Defence,” by J. & S. Tanner. Shows that these two 
documents are forgeries.  Price:  $2.00

Curse of Cain? Racism in the Mormon Church, by J. & S. Tanner. 
Historical overview of the development of the LDS doctrine of race 
and their priesthood ban on blacks; the 1978 revelation and its 
aftermath.  Price:  $6.00

Elders’ Journal. Photo-reprint of LDS paper (1837-38).  Price:  $4.00

Evolution of the Mormon Temple Ceremony, 1842-1990,  (Updated 
in 2005) by J. & S. Tanner. Contains the actual text of the 1990 
revision of the highly secret endowment ritual and other accounts 
of the ceremony dating back to 1846. Shows that Joseph Smith 
borrowed from Masonry in creating the ritual and that it has evolved 
over the years.  Price:  $6.00

Examination of B. H. Roberts’ Secret Manuscript (An), by Wesley 
P. Walters. An article analyzing Roberts’ compilation of evidence 
showing that Joseph Smith could have written the Book of Mormon.  
Price:  $3.00

Falsification of Joseph Smith’s History, by J. & S. Tanner. Proves 
that many serious changes were made in Joseph Smith’s history 
after his death. Although the Mormon leaders claim that Joseph 
Smith wrote this history, research reveals that less than 40% of it was 
compiled before his death.  Price:  $3.00

Ferguson’s Manuscript Unveiled. A study relating to Book of 
Mormon archaeology and geography. Thomas Stuart Ferguson, 
one of the most noted defenders of the Book of Mormon, was finally 
forced to conclude it was “fictional.”  Price:  $4.00

Flaws in the Pearl of Great Price, by J. & S. Tanner. Details many 
serious problems including Joseph Smith’s extensive plagiarism from 
both the Old and New Testaments of the King James Bible. Also 
includes a photo reprint of the first edition of the Pearl of Great Price 
showing the changes made in the text.  Price:  $6.00

Following the Brethren. Introduction by J. & S. Tanner. Contains 
Apostle Ezra Taft Benson’s speech, “Fourteen Fundamentals in 
Following the Prophets.” Also contains Apostle Bruce R. McConkie’s 
speech, “All Are Alike Unto God.”  Price:  $3.00

The Golden Bible; or, The Book of Mormon. Is It From God? by  
M. T. Lamb. Photo-reprint of the 1887 edition. A good analysis of 
internal problems in the Book of Mormon.  Price:  $10.00

History of the Saints, by John C. Bennett. Photo-reprint of 1842 
edition.  Price:  $8.00

Index to Mormonism - Shadow or Reality? (An), by Michael Briggs.  
Price:  $2.00

Inside of Mormonism (The): A Judicial Examination of the 
Endowment Oaths Administered in All the Mormon Temples 
(1903), by Henry G. McMillan: The United States District Court. 
Price $7.00
				  
Jerald Tanner’s Testimony. Typescript of set of tapes concerning 
Jerald’s life and Utah Lighthouse Ministry.   Price:  $2.00

John Whitmer’s History. Joseph Smith gave a revelation in 1831 
commanding John Whitmer to keep this history of the Church. Very 
revealing.  Price:  $3.00

Joseph Smith and Money Digging, by J. & S. Tanner. Deals with 
Joseph Smith’s connection with money-digging, the use of the “seer 
stone” to find the Book of Mormon plates and its use to translate the 
book itself.  Price:  $4.00

Joseph Smith and Polygamy, by J. & S. Tanner. Contains a detailed 
study of the Mormon doctrine of plural marriage, the spiritual wife 
doctrine, the John C. Bennett book, the Nancy Rigdon affair, the 
Sarah Pratt affair, and also the Martha H. Brotherton affair. Includes 
a list of 84 women who may have been married to Joseph Smith.  
Price:  $6.00

Joseph Smith Egyptian Papers - includes Joseph Smith’s Egyptian 
Alphabet and Grammar, compiled by H. Michael Marquardt with 
Foreword by Sandra Tanner.  Price:  $18.00

Joseph Smith’s Bainbridge, N.Y., Court Trials, by Wesley P. 
Walters. Important discoveries concerned Joseph Smith’s 1826 and 
1830 trials.  Price:  $2.00

Joseph Smith’s History By His Mother - Biographical Sketches of 
Joseph Smith the Prophet. Photo-reprint of the original 1853 edition. 
Contains a 15 page introduction by J. & S. Tanner.  Price:  $8.00

Joseph Smith’s Plagiarism of the Bible in the Book of Mormon, 
2010 Edition, by J. & S. Tanner. Revised and expanded. Includes 
Covering Up the Black Hole in the Book of Mormon. Contains 
extensive parallels between the King James Version of the Bible and 
the Book of Mormon. Information on chiasmus, the Spalding theory 
and other sources of plagiarism. Highly recommended. Price:  $14.00

LDS Apostle Confesses Brigham Young Taught Adam-God 
Doctrine. Contains a photo reproduction of a ten-page letter written 
by Bruce R. McConkie.  Price:  $3.00



Look at Christianity (A), by J. & S. Tanner.  Deals with the Flood, 
Noah’s Ark, Egypt and the Bible, evidence from Palestine, Moabite 
Stone, Assyrian records, Dead Sea Scrolls, the historicity of Jesus, 
manuscripts of the New Testament, early writings concerning 
Christianity, and more. Price:  $3.00

Major Problems of Mormonism, by Jerald and Sandra Tanner. 
Thirty years of research on Mormonism distilled into a 256-page 
book. Covers the most important areas.  Price:  $8.00

Messenger and Advocate. Three-volume set.  Photo-reprint of an 
early LDS Church paper (1834-37).  Price:  $17.00

Mormon Kingdom (The) Vol. 1, 1969, by J. & S. Tanner. Contains 
an account of the 1969 temple ceremony. Also discusses earlier 
changes in the ceremony and garments, the relationship to Masonry, 
the “oath of vengeance,” the doctrine of Blood Atonement, baptism 
for the dead, the Danites, the Council of 50, the failure of the Kirtland 
Bank, the war in Missouri, Joseph Smith’s secret ordination as King 
and his candidacy for President of the United States.  Price:  $6.00

Mormon Kingdom (The) Vol. 2, 1971, by J. & S. Tanner. Deals with 
such subjects as: the Council of 50 and how it controlled early Utah, 
the ordination of Mormon kings, Mormonism and money, politics in 
Utah, the Mountain Meadows Massacre, the Utah War, the practice of 
Blood Atonement in Utah, and Brigham Young’s indictment for murder 
and counterfeiting.  Price:  $6.00

Mormon Purge (The), by J. & S. Tanner. The Mormon Church’s 
attempt to silence its historians and other dissidents with threats of 
excommunication and other reprisals. Includes information on the 
suppressed 16-volume sesquicentennial history.  Price:  $4.00

Mormon Scriptures and the Bible, by J. & S. Tanner.  A 53-page 
book dealing with such subjects as a comparison of the manuscript 
evidence for the Bible and Mormon scriptures, the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
Joseph Smith’s Inspired Revision of the Bible.  Price:  $4.00

Mormonism—Shadow or Reality? Newly Formatted in 2008.
Note: See front page for prices.

Mormonism Exposed, Being a Journal of a Residence in 
Missouri from the 28th of May to the 20th of August, 1838, by 
William Swartzell. Photo-reprint of 1840 edition.  Price:  $3.00

Mormonism Like Watergate? by J. & S. Tanner. Contains an answer 
to Dr. Nibley’s 1973 article in the Salt Lake Tribune, the 1831 revelation 
on polygamy which commands Mormons to marry Indians to make 
them a “white” and “delightsome” people, suppressed material on the 
anti-black doctrine.  Price:  $3.00

Mormonism, Magic and Masonry, by J. & S. Tanner. A study of the 
influence of magic and Masonry on Joseph Smith and his family.
Price:  $4.00

Mormonism Unvailed, by E. D. Howe. Photo-reprint of 1834 edition.  
Price:  $7.00

Mountain Meadows Massacre (The), by Josiah F. Gibbs. Photo 
reprint of the original 1910 edition.  Price:  $4.00

Nauvoo Expositor (The) - June 7, 1844.  Photomechanical reprint of 
the newspaper Joseph Smith sought to destroy in order to suppress 
the truth about polygamy and other practices.  Price:  $2.00

On Being a Mormon Historian, by D. Michael Quinn. In this 1981 
speech, Dr. Quinn, Associate Professor of History at BYU, attacked 
the suppressive policies advocated by Apostles Benson and Packer. 
Price:  $3.00

Our Relationship With the Lord, by Mormon Apostle Bruce R. 
McConkie. An attack on the concept of a personal relationship with 
Christ.  Price:  $3.00

Pearl of Great Price. Photo-reprint of the original 1851 edition.  
Price:  $3.00

Point by Point: A Critique of Which Church is True? A Process 
of Elimination Using the Bible, by Steven Lee. An 80-page booklet 
examining the claims of Mormonism.  Price: $5.00

Reed Peck Manuscript. This manuscript was written in 1839 by 
Reed Peck, who had been a Mormon. Contains important firsthand 
information concerning the Mormon war in Missouri and the Danite 
band.  Price:  $3.00

Reminiscences of Early Utah, by R. N. Baskin. Photo-reprint of 
the original 1914 edition. Mr. Baskin was the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Utah. He explains how the Mormon leaders tried 
to evade the laws of the United States, discusses marked ballots 
and the absurd election laws, the Mountain Meadows Massacre, the 
Endowment house rites, blood atonement, the Danites, the revelation 
on polygamy.  Price:  $7.00

Richardson’s Monitor of Free-masonry, by Jabez Richardson.  A 
photo reprint of the 1860 book detailing free-masonry at the time.  
Price: 10.00

Rocky Mountain Saints, by T.B.H. Stenhouse. Photo reprint of 1873 
edition. An important early examination of Mormonism by a former 
Mormon.  Price:  $20.00

Satanic Ritual Abuse and Mormonism, by Jerald and Sandra 
Tanner. In 1991 a secret memo by a General Authority in the Mormon 
Church came to light, indicating that a satanic cult within the LDS 
Church was sexually abusing children.  Price:  $5.00 

Senate Document 189. Photo-reprint of the “testimony given before 
the judge of the fifth judicial circuit of the State of Missouri, on the trial 
of Joseph Smith, Jr., and others, for high treason, and other crimes 
against the state” in 1841. Gives very interesting testimony on the 
Danite band.  Price:  $3.00

The Strange Marriages of Sarah Ann Whitney to Joseph Smith 
the Mormon Prophet, Joseph C. Kingsbury and Heber C. Kimball, 
by H. Michael Marquardt.  Price:  $2.00

The Tanners on Trial, by J. & S. Tanner. A detailed study of Andrew 
Ehat’s unsuccessful attempt to stop publication of Clayton’s Secret 
Writings Uncovered. Contains fascinating testimony by some of the 
Mormon Church’s top historians.  Price:  $7.00

Tell It All: The Story of a Life’s Experience in Mormonism by Mrs. 
T.B.H. (Fanny) Stenhouse. Photo-reprint of the original 1875 edition. 
Former LDS polygamist. Relates various women’s experiences in 
polygamy in early Utah.  Price:  $16.00

Tracking the White Salamander - The Story of Mark Hofmann, 
Murder and Forged Mormon Documents, by Jerald and Sandra 
Tanner. Shows how Jerald’s belief that the documents were forged 
was confirmed by investigators. Also contains Confessions of a White 
Salamander and The Mormon Church and the McLellin Collection.   
Price:  $10.00

Under the Prophet in Utah, by Frank J. Cannon. Photo-reprint of 
the original 1911 edition. Cannon was a United States Senator from 
Utah and the son of George Q. Cannon, a member of the LDS First 
Presidency. Shows how the Mormon leaders broke their covenants to  
the nation and continued to live in polygamy after the polygamy manifesto. 
Also shows how the leaders interfered in politics.  Price:  $8.00



Bible vs. The Book of Mormon (DVD) .................................. $10.00
	 Living Hope Ministries
By His Own Hand Upon Papyrus.......................................... $11.00
	 Charles M. Larson - Institute for Religious Research
DNA vs. The Book of Mormon (DVD) ................................... $10.00
	 Living Hope Ministries
An Insider’s View of Mormon Origins................................... $22.50
	 Grant H. Palmer - Signature Books
Joseph Smith Begins His Work Vol. 1 ......................................$16.00
	 1830 Book of Mormon - Wilford C. Wood Publisher
Joseph Smith Begins His Work Vol. 2 ................................. $16.00
     1833 Book of Commandments, 1835 Doctrine and Covenants
	 Wilford C. Wood Publisher
The Lost Book of Abraham (DVD) ........................................ $20.00
	 Institute for Religious Research
Mormon Claims Answered (Also in Spanish and Russian) .$4.00
	 Marvin Cowan - Utah Christian Publications
Mormon Enigma - Emma Hale Smith.................................... $21.00
	 Linda King Newell, Valeen Tippets Avery - Univ. of Illinois Press
Mormon Scrapbook: A Christian’s Guide for Reaching Latter-	
    day Saints........................................................................... $11.50
	 Daniel G. Thompson - Providence Publications
No Man Knows My History....................................................$18.00
	 Fawn M. Brodie - Alfred A. Knopf Publisher
One Nation Under Gods ........................................................$22.50
	 Richard Abanes - Four Walls Eight Windows
Reasoning From the Scriptures with Mormons................... $13.50
	 .Ron Rhodes and Marian Bodine - Harvest House Publishers
Speaking the Truth in Love to Mormons.............................. $14.50
	 Mark J. Cares - WELS Outreach Resources
Where Does It Say That? ........................................................$6.00
	 Compiled by Bob Witte - Gospel Truths

Recommended Titles by Other Publishers
The Use of the Bible in the Book of Mormon and Early Nineteenth 
Century Events Reflected in the Book of Mormon, by H. Michael 
Marquardt. Evidence showing the Book of Mormon is a product of the 
19th century.  Price:  $3.00

The Use of the Old Testament in the Book of Mormon, by Wesley 
P. Walters. Discusses Joseph Smith’s plagiarism of the King James 
Version of the Bible.  Price:  $8.00

View of the Hebrews, by Ethan Smith. Photo-reprint of the 1825 
edition. Also contains the parallels between the View of the Hebrews 
and the Book of Mormon by the Mormon historian B. H. Roberts.  
Price:  $12.00

What Hast Thou Dunn? by J. and S. Tanner. Shows how Paul Dunn, 
an Emeritus General Authority of the LDS Church, deceived church 
members with false tales about his baseball career and war record. 
Also deals with the reluctance of church leaders to deal with the 
situation.  Price:  $3.00

Why Egyptologists Reject the Book of Abraham. Photo-reprint of 
“Joseph Smith, Jr., As A Translator,” by F. S. Spalding, D.D., 1912, 
and “Joseph Smith As an Interpreter And Translator,” by Samuel A. B. 
Mercer, Ph.D.  Price:  $3.00

Wife No. 19 or The Story of Life in Bondage Being A Complete 
Expose of Mormonism Revealing the Sorrows, Sacrifices and 
Sufferings of Women in Polygamy, by Ann Eliza Young, Brigham 
Young’s apostate wife. Photo-reprint of the original 1875 edition. 
Price:  $18.00

Audio CD’s

Jerald Tanner’s Testimony. 3 CD’s with bonus MP3.  Price: $12.00
Typescript also available. Price:  $2.00
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List of Other Publishers’ Materials
Utah Lighthouse Ministry

P.O. Box 1884
Salt Lake City, UT  84110

Office: (801) 485-8894    Order Line: (801) 485-0312

10 Most Important Things You Can Say to a Mormon..... $9.00
		  Ron Rhodes - Harvest House Publishers
10 Questions & Answers on Mormonism (pamphlet)....... $3.50
		  Bill McKeever - Rose Publishing
1838 Mormon War in Missouri (The)................................ $30.00
		  Stephen C. LeSueur - University of Missouri Press
50 Proofs for the Bible - Old Testament (pamphlet).......... $3.50
		  Rose Publishing
50 Proofs for the Bible - New Testament pamphlet).......... $3.50
		  Rose Publishing
Address to All Believers in Christ (An)............................. $3.00
		  David Whitmer - Reprint by Pacific Publishing Co. 
All Abraham’s Children: Changing Mormon Conceptions of 	
	 Race and Lineage......................................................... $38.00
		  Armand L. Mauss - University of Illinois Press
American Apocrypha - Essays on Book of Mormon...... $20.00
		  Ed. Dan Vogel & Brent Lee Metcalfe - Signature Books
American Massacre: Tragedy at Mountain Meadows.... $14.50
		  Sally Denton - Alfred A. Knopf Publishers
American Prophet’s Record (An) -  Diaries and Journals of 		
	 Joseph Smith................................................................ $18.00
		  Ed. Scott Faulring - Signature Books
Angel & the Beehive: Mormon Struggles with Assimilation.$30.00
		  Armand L. Mauss - University of Illinois Press
Apocrypha - King James Version.....................................$11.00
		  Cambridge University Press
Approaching Mormons in Love: How to Witness Effectively 	
	 Without Arguing............................................................ $12.00
		  Wilbur Lingle - CLC Publications
Articles of Faith (The) [Reprint of First Edition] ................ $31.50
		  James E. Talmage - Signature Books
Basic Christianity................................................................ $5.50
		  John R. W. Stott - IVP Books
Blood of the Prophets - Brigham Young and the Massacre at 	
	 Mountain Meadows....................................................... $22.50
		  Will Bagley - University of Oklahoma Press
Breaking the Mormon Code: A Critique of Mormon Scholarship 	
	 Regarding Classical Christian Theology & BOM................ $14.50
		  Matthew A. Paulson - WingSpan Press
By His Own Hand Upon Papyrus......................................$11.00
		  Charles M. Larson - Institute for Religious Research
Can Man Live Without God?............................................. $12.50
		  Ravi Zacharias - W Publishing Group
Can Mitt Romney Serve Two Masters?: The Mormon Church 		
	 Versus The Office of The Presidency of the United States 	
	 of America..................................................................... $21.00	
		  Tricia Erickson - WestBow Press
Canon of Scripture (The).................................................. $25.00
		  F. F. Bruce - InterVarsity Press
Captain Alexander Fancher: Adventurer, Drover, Wagon Master 	
	 and Victim of Mountain Meadows Massacre................... $21.00
		  Burr Fancher - Inkwater Press
Case for Christ (The) - A Journalist’s Personal Investigation 	
	 of the Evidence for Jesus............................................ $13.50
		  Lee Strobel - Zondervan Publishing House
Christian Companion to the Triple Combination: Guide to Using 	
	 the Mormon Scriptures for Witnessing to Latter-day Saints... $8.00
		  Colleen Ralson - Personal Freedom Outreach

Christianity, Cults & Religions (Chart) .............................. $3.50
		  Rose Publishing
Combatting Cult Mind Control......................................... $15.50
		  Steven Hassan - Park Street Press
Conflict in the Quorum: Orson Pratt, Brigham  Young,        		
	 Joseph Smith................................................................ $23.50
		  Gary James Bergera - Signature Books
Correcting the Cults: Expert Responses to Their Scripture     .		
	 Twisting.......................................................................... $28.00
		  Norman L. Geisler and Ron Rhodes - Baker Books
Creation of the Book of Mormon: A Historical Inquiry... $10.00
		  LaMar Petersen - Freethinker Press
Cultures in Conflict: Mormon War in Illinois................... $21.00
		  John Hallwas & Roger Launius - Utah State Univ. Press
�Deception by Design: The Mormon Story......................$32.00
		  Allen F. Harrod - WestBow Press
Development of LDS Temple Worship 1846-2000 (The)...$45.00
		  Ed. Devery S. Anderson - Signature Books
Devil’s Gate: Brigham Young and the Great Mormon. Handcart 	
	 Tragedy.............................................................................$14.50
		  David Roberts - Simon & Shuster
Dimensions of Faith: A Mormon Studies Reader............$26.00
		  Stephen C. Taysom - Signature Books
Divergent Paths of the Restoration: A History of the Latter-day 	
	 Saint Movement...............................................................$16.00
		  Steven L. Shields - Restoration Research
Early Mormon Documents Vol. 1.........................................$31.50
		  Ed. Dan Vogel - Signature Books
Early Mormon Documents Vol. 2.........................................$40.00
		  Ed. Dan Vogel - Signature Books
Early Mormon Documents Vol. 3.........................................$40.00
		  Ed. Dan Vogel - Signature Books
Early Mormon Documents Vol. 4.........................................$40.00
		  Ed. Dan Vogel - Signature Books
Early Mormon Documents Vol. 5.........................................$40.00
		  Ed. Dan Vogel - Signature Books
Early Mormonism and the Magic World View....................$26.00
		  D. Michael Quinn - Signature Books
Escape [Former FLDS - 4th wife of 53 yr. old man] ..............$13.50
		  Carolyn Jessop (with Laura Palmer) - Broadway Books
Essential Brigham Young (The)...........................................$20.50
		  Signature Books
Essential Joseph Smith (The).............................................$20.50
		  Signature Books
Evidence for Jesus: Discover the Facts that Prove the Truths 	
	 of the Bible........................................................................$10.00
		  Ralph O. Muncaster - Harvest House Publishers
Facts on the Masonic Lodge (The).......................................$5.50
		  John Ankerberg & John Weldon - Harvest House Pub.
Facts on the Mormon Church (The)......................................$5.50
		  John Ankerberg & John Weldon - Harvest House Pub.
Faith and Betrayal: A Pioneer Woman’s Passage in the        		
	 American West.................................................................$12.50
		  Sally Denton - Knopf
False Prophecies of Joseph Smith.......................................$5.00
		  Dick Baer - Concerned Christians
Fast Facts on Mormonism................................................... $11.00
		  John Ankerberg & John Weldon - Harvest House Pub.
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Fast Facts on the Masonic Lodge....................................... $11.00
		  John Ankerberg & John Weldon - Harvest House Pub.
Forgotten Kingdom: The Mormon Theocracy in the American 	
	 West 1847-1898................................................................$30.00
		  David L. Bigler - Utah State University Press
Forgotten Trinity: Recovering the Heart of Christian Belief....$15.50
		  James R. White - Bethany House Publishers
Four Gospels According to Joseph Smith........................$20.50
		  H. Michael Marquardt - Xulon Press
Friendly Discussion (A): Mormonism — Pro and Con.....$12.50
		  Ed Bliss - BookSurge
From God to Us: How We Got Our Bible............................$14.50
		  Norman L. Geisler & William E. Nix - Moody Press
From Mission to Madness: Last Son of the Mormon Prophet..$30.00
		  Valeen Tippets Avery - University of Illinois Press
Gentile Girl: Living with the Latter-day Saints.................. $11.00
		  Carol Avery Forseth - Crossroads Press
God and Country: Politics in Utah......................................$31.50
		  Ed. Jeffery Sells - Signature Books
God’s Brothel (Extortion of sex for salvation - Stories of 18 women 	
	 who escaped contemporary fundamentalist polygamy) ......$15.00
		  Andrea Moore-Emmett - Pince-Nez Press
God’s Word, Final, Infallible and Forever.............................$3.00
		  Floyd McElveen - Gospel Truths
Gospel According to Joseph Smith: A Christian Response to 	
	 Mormon Teaching............................................................$13.50
		  Ethan E. Harris - P&R Publishing
Halley’s Bible Handbook......................................................$13.00	
	 Zondervan Publishing House
Hard Sayings of the Bible....................................................$32.50
		  Bruce, Kaiser, Davids, Brauch - InterVarsity Press
His Favorite Wife: Trapped in Polygamy............................$18.00
		  Susan Ray Schmidt - Kassidy Lane Publishing
How to Understand Your bible............................................$14.50
		  T. Norton Sterrett - IVP Connect
How to Witness to a Mormon (16 page tract) .......................$1.50
		  Jerry & Dianna Benson - Moody Press
How We Got the Bible...........................................................$15.50
		  Neil R. Lightfoot - Baker Book House
How We Got the Bible (pamphlet) .........................................$3.50
		  Rose Publishing
I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist.......................$15.50
		  Norman Geisler & Frank Turek - Crossway Books
I Love Mormons: A New Way to Share Christ with LDS..........$16.00	
	 David L. Rowe - Baker Books
I Was a Born-Again Mormon................................................$12.00
		  Shawn McCraney - Alathea Press
In Sacred Loneliness: The Plural Wives of Joseph Smith....$40.00
		  Todd Compton - Signature Books
In Their Own Words: A Collection of Mormon Quotations.....$20.00
		  Bill McKeever - Mormonism Research Ministry
Innocent Blood: Essential Narratives of the Mountain          .		
	 Meadows Massacre.........................................................$45.00
		  Ed. David L. Bigler & Will Bagley - Arthur H. Clark Co. 
Ins and Outs of Mormonism (The)........................................$7.00
		  Dan Carlson - Dan Carlson Publishing
Inside the Mind of Joseph Smith: Psychobiography and the 		
	 Book of Mormon..............................................................$18.00
		  Robert D. Anderson - Signature Books
Inside Today’s Mormonism (Formerly Becoming Gods) ....$15.50
		  Richard Abanes - Harvest House
Insider’s View of Mormon Origins (An) .............................$22.50
		  Grant H. Palmer - Signature Books
Intimate Chronicle (An) - Journals of William Clayton.....$22.50
		  Ed. George D. Smith - Signature Books
Inventing Mormonism: Tradition and the Historical Record..$22.50
	 	 H. Michael Marquardt & Wesley P. Walters - Signature Books

Is the Mormon My Brother?..............................................................$18.00
		  James R. White - Solid Ground Christian Books
Jesus and the Gospels: An Introduction and Survey................ $36.00
		  Craig L. Blomberg - Broadman & Holman Publishers
Jesus Under Fire: Modern Scholarship Reinvents the Historical .		
	 Jesus................................................................................................$15.50
		  Ed. Michael F. Wilkins, J. P. Moreland - Zondervan
John Doyle Lee: Zealot, Pioneer Builder, Scapegoat................. $22.50
		  Juanita Brooks - Utah State University Press
Joseph Smith: The First Mormon....................................................$15.00
		  Donna Hill - Signature Books
Joseph Smith: The Making of a Prophet.......................................$36.00
		  Dan Vogel - Signature Books
Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling - A Cultural Biography of     .		
	 Mormonism’s Founder.................................................................$17.00
		  Richard L. Bushman - Vintage
Joseph Smith and Muhammad...........................................................$4.00
		  Eric Johnson - Mormonism Research Ministry
Joseph Smith and the Origins of the Book of Mormon............. $22.50
		  David Persuitte - McFarland & Co.
Joseph Smith Begins His Work Vol. 1 - 1830 Book of Mormon.$16.00
		  Wilford C. Wood Publisher
Joseph Smith Begins His Work Vol. 2 - 1833 Book of           		
	 Commandments, 1835 Doctrine & Covenants........... $16.00
		  Wilford C. Wood Publisher
Joseph Smith’s “New Translation” of the Bible............. $22.50
		  Parallel of Inspired Version and KJV - Herald House
Joseph Smith’s Revelations Text and Commentary...... $40.00
		  H. Michael Marquardt - Signature Books
Journey From Mormonism............................................... $23.00
		  Christine Carroll - Lulu Press
Junius & Joseph: Presidential Politics and the Assassination 	
	 of the First Mormon Prophet....................................... $22.50
		  Robert S. Wicks & Fred R. Foister - Utah State Univ.
Keystone of Mormonism (The)......................................... $17.00
		  Arza Evans - Keystone Books Inc.
Kingdom of the Cults (The).............................................. $27.00
		  Walter Martin - Ed. Ravi Zacharias - Bethany House
Kingdom on the Mississippi Revisited............................ $27.00
		  Ed. Roger Launius, John Hallwas - Univ. of Illinois
Know What You Believe: Connecting Faith and Truth........ $13.50
		  Paul A. Little - IVP Books
Know Why You Believe: Connecting Faith and Reason..... $13.50
		  Paul A. Little - IVP Books
Knowing God..................................................................... $16.00
		  J. I. Packer - InterVarsity Press
Last Pioneer (The) - John Taylor, a Mormon Prophet.... $18.00
		  Samuel W. Taylor - Signature Books
Latter-Day Saints—Where Did You Get Your Authority?.$2.00
		  Hal Hougey - Pacific Publishing Company
Letters From a Skeptic: A Son Wrestles with His Father’s .		
	 Questions about Christianity....................................... $13.50
		  Dr. Gregory A. Boyd, Edward K. Boyd - Life Journey
Letters to a Mormon Elder................................................ $18.00
		  James R. White - Solid Ground Christian Books
Line Upon Line: Essays on Mormon Doctrine................ $13.50
		  Ed. Gary James Bergera - Signature Books
Long Way Home (The): Moving from a Pseudo-Christian Cult 	
	 into Genuine Christianity............................................. $10.00
		  Paul Trask - Refiner’s Fire Ministries
Losing a Lost Tribe: Native Americans, DNA and the Mormon 	
	 Church........................................................................... $22.50
		  Simon G. Southerton - Signature Books
Lost Boy: True Story of One Man’s Exit from Polygamy ... $13.50
		  Brent W. Jeffs - Broadway Books
Lost Legacy: The Mormon Office of Presiding Patriarch... $22.00
		  Irene M. Bates, E. Gary Smith - Univ. of Illinois Press
Masonic Rites and Wrongs: Examination of Freemasonry...$12.50
		  Steven Tsoukalas - P&R Publishing Co.



Mere Christianity............................................................... $12.50
		  C. S. Lewis - HarperOne
More Wives Than One: Transformation of the Mormon               	
	 Marriage System 1840-1920......................................... $23.50	
		  Kathryn M. Daynes - University of Illinois Press
Mormon America: The Power & the Promise.................. $16.00
		  Richard N. and Joan K. Ostling - Harper San Francisco
Mormon Church on Trial: Transcripts of the Reed Smoot  .		
	 Hearings........................................................................ $45.00
		  Ed. Michael Harold Paulos - Signature Books
Mormon Claims Answered (Also in Spanish & Russian) .......$4.00
		  Marvin W. Cowan - Utah Christian Publications
Mormon Conspiracy (The): A Review of Present Day & Historical 	
	 Conspiracies to Mormonize America & the World............$9.00
		  Charles L. Wood - Black Forest Press
Mormon Enigma: Emma Hale Smith................................ $21.00
		  Linda King Newell, Valeen Tippets Avery - Univ. of Illinois
Mormon Hierarchy: Extensions of Power....................... $40.00
		  D. Michael Quinn - Signature Books
Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of Power.............................. $36.00
		  D. Michael Quinn - Signature Books
Mormon Mavericks: Essays on Dissenters.................... $20.00
		  Ed. John Sillito, Susan Staker - Signature Books
Mormon Mirage: A Former Member Looks at the Mormon .		
	 Church Today................................................................ $15.50
		  Latayne C. Scott - Zondervan
Mormon Murders (The): A True Story of Greed, Forgery,    .		
	 Deceit and Death............................................................ $6.00
		  Steven Naifeh, Gregory White Smith - St. Martin’s Press
Mormon Odyssey (A): Journey to the Center of My Soul.... $20.50
		  Tamra Jan Braithwaite - Xlibris
Mormon Polygamy: A History.......................................... $18.00
		  Richard S. Van Wagoner - Signature Books
Mormon Rebellion: America’s First Civil War 1857-1858...... $32.00	
		  David L. Bigler, Will Bagley - Univ. of Oklahoma Press
Mormon Scrapbook: A Christian’s Guide for Reaching Latter-day 	
	 Saints..............................................................................$11.50
		  Daniel G. Thompson - Providence Publications
Mormon’s Unexpected Journey (A): Finding the Grace I Never 	
	 Knew Vol. 1.................................................................... $16.00
		  Carma Naylor - Winepress Publishing
Mormon’s Unexpected Journey (A): Finding the Grace I Never 	
	 Knew Vol. 2.................................................................... $19.00
		  Carma Naylor - Winepress Publishing
Mormonism: A Life Under False Pretneses - The True Story of 	
	 a Mormon Bishop’s Journey of Discovery ....................... $19.00
		  Lee B. Baker - Father’s Press
Mormonism 101 - Examining the Religions of the LDS..... $21.00
		  Bill McKeever, Eric Johnson - Baker Book House
Mormonism Unmasked..................................................... $10.00
		  Philip Roberts, Tal Davis, Sandra Tanner - Broadman/Holman
Mormons Answered Verse by Verse................................ $12.50
		  John Farkas, David A. Reed - Baker Books
Mormons and Muslims: A Case of Matching Fingerprints..... $13.50
		  Dennis Kirkland - Xulon Press
Mountain Meadows Massacre.......................................... $18.00
		  Juanita Brooks - University of Oklahoma Press
Mysteries of Godliness: History of Mormon Temple Worship... $20.00
		  David John Buerger - Signature Books
�Nauvoo City and High Council Minutes (The)............. $45.00
		  John S. Dinger - Signature Books
Nauvoo Polygamy............................................................. $26.00
		  George D. Smith - Signature Books
Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary....................... $36.00
		  Ed. Ronald F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison
New Evidence That Demands a Verdict.......................... $27.00
		  Josh McDowell - Thomas Nelson Publishers

New Light on Mormon Origins From the Palmyra NY Revival..... $4.00
		  Wesley P. Walters - Mormonism Research Ministry
New Mormon Challenge (The): Responding to the Latest    		
	 Defenses of a Fast-Growing Movement..................... $28.00
		  Ed. Francis Beckwith, Carl Mosser, Paul Owen - Zondervan
New Mormon History: Revisionist Essays on the Past. $17.00
		  Ed. D. Michael Quinn - Signature Books
New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable?............$11.50
		  F. F. Bruce - Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.
No Man Knows My History: The Life of Joseph Smith....$18.00
		  Fawn M. Brodie - Vintage Books
One Nation Under Gods: A History of the Mormon Church... $22.50
		  Richard Abanes - Four Walls Eight Windows
Orrin Porter Rockwell: Man of God/Son of Thunder...... $20.00
		  Harold Schindler - University of Utah Press
Out of Mormonism............................................................. $13.50
		  Judy Robertson - Bethany House
Out of the Cults and Into the Church............................... $14.50
		  Janis Hutchinson - Kregel Resources
Part Way to Utah: The Forgotten Mormons (RLDS)....... $12.00
	 	 Paul T. Trask - Refiner’s Fire Ministries
Persistence of Polygamy: Joseph Smith and the Origins of               	
	 Mormon Polygamy....................................................................$22.50
		  Newell G. Bringhurst, Craig L. Foster - John Whitmer Books
Power From on High: Development of Mormon Priesthood....$22.50
		  Gregory A. Prince - Signature Books
Prophet Puzzle (The)......................................................... $17.00
		  Ed. Bryan Waterman - Signature Books
Prophet’s Prey: My Seven-Year Investigation into Warren Jeffs 	
	 and the Fundamentalist Church of Latter-day Saints .......$20.00
		  Sam Brower - Bloomsbury USA
Quest for the Gold Plates................................................. $10.00
		  Stan Larson - Freethinker Press
Ready Defense (A)............................................................. $18.00
		  Josh McDowell - Thomas Nelson Publishers
Reasoning From the Scriptures with Mormons.............. $14.50
		  Ron Rhodes, Marian Bodine - Harvest House Pub.
Refiner’s Fire (The): The Making of Mormon Cosmology..... $39.00
		  John L. Brooke - Cambridge University Press
Reminiscences of Early Utah .......................................... $18.00
		  Robert N. Baskin - Signature Books
Rise of Mormonism: 1816-1844 (The).............................. $28.00
		  H. Michael Marquardt - Xulon Press
RLDS Church: Is It Christian?.......................................... $12.00
		  Carol Hansen - Lifeline Ministries
Salamander: Story of the Mormon Forgery Murders..... $18.00	
		  Linda Sillitoe, Allen Roberts - Signature Books
Scripture Twisting: 20 Ways the Cults Misread the Bible....$15.50
		  James W. Sire - IVP Books
Secrets & Wives: Hidden World of Mormon Polygamy........$16.00	
		  Sanjiv Bhattacharya - Soft Skull Press
Sidney Rigdon: A Portrait of Religious Excess.............. $24.00
		  Richard S. Van Wagoner - Signature Books
Sins of Brother Curtis: A Story of Betrayal, Conviction, and 		
	 the Mormon Church...................................................... $24.50
		  Lisa Davis - Scribner
Solving the Mormon Puzzle.............................................. $15.00
		  Scott Peterson - Sarge Publications
Speaking the Truth in Love to Mormons......................... $14.50
		  Mark J. Cares - WELS Outreach Resources
Statements of the LDS First Presidency......................... $31.50
		  Compiled by Gary James Bergera - Signature Books
Stones Cry Out: How Archeology Confirms Truth of Bible.$14.50
		  Randall Price - Harvest House Publishers
Studies of the Book of Mormon....................................... $18.00
		  B. H. Roberts - Signature Books



Suddenly Strangers: Surrendering Gods and Heroes... $15.50
		  Brad L. Morin, Chris L. Morin - Aventine Press
Theological Foundations of the Mormon Religion (The).... $13.50
		  Sterling M. McMurrin - Signature Books
Things in Heaven and Earth: Life and Times of Wilford Woodruff....$24.50
		  Thomas G. Alexander - Signature Books
�“This Is My Doctrine”: The Development of Mormon          	
	 Theology [HB] .............................................................. $30.00
		  Charles R. Harrell - Greg Kofford Books
Tract Pack (25 assorted tracts on Mormonism) ................... $5.00
		  Various publishers
Trinity (The): What is the Trinity: What Do Christians Believe?.....$3.50
		  Rose Publishing
Triumph: Life After the Cult - A Survivor’s Lessons.......$11.50
		  Carolyn Jessop - Three Rivers Press
�Unbound, Unblinded, and Redeemed: My Journey from     	
	 Mormonism to Christianity.......................................... $12.00
		  Shawna Lindsey 
Under the Banner of Heaven: A Story of Violent Faith... $14.50
		  Jon Krakauer - Doubleday
Understanding Mormonism: Mormonism and Christianity .		
	 Compared...................................................................... $14.00
		  Sandra and Conrad Sundholm - Truth Publishing Inc.
Understanding My Mormon Friends’ Faith & Mine........... $5.00
		  Judy Robertson - Concerned Christians
		        (Small 24 page booklet written for children)
Understanding the Book of Mormon: A Quick Christian .Guide 	
	 to the Mormon Holy Book............................................ $13.50
		  Ross J. Anderson - Zondervan
Understanding Your Mormon Neighbors: A Quick Christian 	
	 Guide for Relating to Latter-day Saints...................... $13.50
		  Ross Anderson - Zondervan
Waiting for World’s End - Diaries of Wilford Woodruff.. $24.50
		  Ed. Susan Staker - Signature Books
Wayward Saints: The Social and Religious Protests of the 		
	 Godbeites against Brigham Young............................. $22.50
		  Ronald W. Walker - BYU Press
Welcome All Wonders: A Composer’s Journey.............. $10.00
		  J.A.C. Redford - Baker Book House
What Do I Say to Mormon Friends & Missionaries?...... $15.00
		  Donna M. Morley - Faith & Reason Press
What Every Mormon (and Non-Mormon) Should Know.$25.00
		  Edmond C. Gruss and Lane A. Thuet - Xulon Press
When Salt Lake City Calls................................................ $20.50
		  Rocky Hulse - Xulon Press
When Skeptics Ask - Handbook on Christian Evidences. $17.00
		  Norman Geisler and Ron Brooks - Baker Books
Where Does It Say That? [Photos from early LDS sources]..... $6.00
		  Compiled by Bob Witte - Gospel Truths
�Where Mormonism Meets Biblical Christianity Face  
	 to Face [HB] .................................................................. $20.00
		  Shawn McCraney - Alathea Press
“Wild Bill” Hickman and the Mormon Frontier............... $13.50
		  Hope A. Hilton - Signature Books
William E. McLellin Papers 1854-1880............................. $36.00
		  Ed. Stan Larson & Samuel J. Passey - Signature Books
Witness to Mormons [English or Spanish]............................ $5.00
		  Jim and Judy Robertson - Concerned Christians
Zion in the Courts............................................................... $40.00
		  Edwin Brown Firmage - University of Illinois Press

Audio CD’s

Mormonism’s Greatest Problems (3 CD Set) ................. $20.00
Analysis from experts including Sandra Tanner, Dr. Thomas          	
Murphy, Dr. Simon Southerton, Bill McKeever, Eric Johnson, 
Jim Robertson, Andy Poland, and others.

		  Hosted and produced by Roger Resler - Truth in Depth
Why They Left: The True Story of Sandra Tanner.......... $10.00
		  Truth in Depth Productions

Software
(Price includes the mailing charge)

LDS Classics CD-ROM 2.0................................................ $19.00
30 titles including: 1987 Mormonism—Shadow or Reality? 
1830 Book of Mormon, 1833 Book of Commandments, 1835 
D&C, 1825 View of the Hebrews, 1834 Mormonism Unvailed, 
1851 Pearl of Great Price, 1853 Biographical Sketches of Joseph 
Smith, 1853 The Seer, 1873 Rocky Mountain Saints, 1886 Golden 
Bible, 1887 An Address to All Believers in Christ, and more. 

		  Research Applications International (Window/Mac)
New Mormon Studies CD-ROM (2009 Edition)......................$94.00

Over 960 works includes: Journal of Discourses, History of the 
Church, Dialogue: Journal of Mormon Thought and Sunstone 
Magazine before 1998, most of the Signature Book titles before 
1998, original LDS scriptures and more valuable research material. 

DVD’s

Banking on Heaven: Polygamy in the Heartland of the American 	
	 West................................................................................ $20.00
		  Over the Moon Productions
The Bible vs. the Book of Mormon.................................. $10.00
		  Living Hope Ministries (English, Spanish and Portuguese)
The Bible vs. Joseph Smith..............................................................$10.00
		  Living Hope Ministries
Burying the Past: Legacy of the Mountain Meadows Massacre$30.00
		  Brian Patrick - Patrick Film Productions
City Confidential: Faith and Foul Play in SLC (Documentary 	
	 on the Mark Hofmann Forgeries and Murders).......... $25.00
		  Arts & Entertainment Network
DNA vs. The Book of Mormon (English and Spanish)... $10.00
		  Living Hope Ministries
Inside Polygamy - Investigative Reports........................ $30.00
		  A&E Home Video (Examines current polygamy groups)
Lifting the Veil of Polygamy.................................................$10.00
		  Living Hope Ministries
Line Upon Line: Mormonism Transcended.......................$10.00

A good secular (non-religious) compilation of interviews with 
former Mormons - Ex-Mormon Foundation

Lost Book of Abraham: Investigating a Remarkable Mormon 	
	 Claim (English and Spanish).............................................$20.00
		  Institute for Religious Research
A Mormon President: Joseph Smith and the Mormon Quest 		
for the White House..............................................................$15.00
		  Adam Christing - Creek Park Pictures
The Mormon Puzzle..............................................................$10.00
		  North American Mission Board - Southern Baptist Conv.
Mormonism: The Christian View.............................................$20.00
		  Wesley P. Walters - Personal Freedom Outreach
Speaking the Truth in Love to Mormons (also includes The		
	 Prophet From Palmyra).....................................................$20.00
		  Mark Cares - Truth in Love Ministry
Unveiling Grace: Eight Mormons’ Life-changing Encounters .		
	 with Jesus Christ....................................................................$6.00
		  Main Street Church of Brigham City

A complete list on our website:
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